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Note: The Governing Board of the Entomological Society
of America elected to change gypsy moth to spongy
moth in early 2022. The transition to the new common
name will likely be a multi-year process. To maintain
consistency for those who have been dealing with this
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Gypsy moth, Lymantria dispar
dispar (Linnaeus) (Lepidoptera:
Erebidae), is an exotic invasive
species introduced from Europe
that is spreading south and west in
North America. In spring and early
summer, gypsy moth caterpillars
feed on the leaves of many different
tree species, especially oaks. During
outbreaks, caterpillars  defoliate
entire forests. Most broadleaf trees
produce new foliage in response
to defoliation >50%, allowing
them to resume photosynthesis.
Defoliation weakens trees, which
renders them more susceptible to
secondary mortality agents. Gypsy
moth can also directly kill trees,
especially if severe defoliation
persists for multiple successive
seasons. In some years, outbreaks
can be massive with defoliation
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forest species composition toward
dominance by immune host species.

Several related moth species,
including L. albescens, L. mathura,
L. monacha, L. postalba, L.
umbrosa, and two other subspecies
of gypsy moth, L. dispar asiatica
and L. dispar japonica, the
Asian gypsy moth, do not have
established populations in North
America. Of these, Asian gypsy
moth subspecies, L. dispar asiatica
and L. dispar _japonica, have been
the most frequently intercepted
and  accidentally  introduced
subspecies in  North America.
Asian gypsy moth surveillance and
eradication have been particularly
critical because these subspecies
have broader host ranges than
their European counterpart, and

pest, several of our outreach materials may include the

exceeding several million acres. | unlike the European subspecies,
If extensive tree mortality occurs, | females are capable of flight.
outbreaks can contribute to shifts in

previous common name, gypsy moth.
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Spongy moth, formerly gypsy moth, Lymantria dispar dispar (Linnaeus) (Lepidoptera:
Erebidae), is an exotic invasive species introduced from Europe that is spreading south and
west in North America. In spring and early summer, gypsy moth caterpillars feed on the leaves
of many different tree species, especially oaks. During outbreaks, caterpillars defoliate entire
forests. Most broadleaf trees produce new foliage in response to defoliation >50%, allowing
them to resume photosynthesis. Defoliation weakens trees, which renders them more
susceptible to secondary mortality agents. Gypsy moth can also directly Kkill trees, especially if
severe defoliation persists for multiple successive seasons. In some years, outbreaks can be
massive with defoliation exceeding several million acres. If extensive tree mortality occurs,
outbreaks can contribute to shifts in forest species composition toward dominance by immune
host species.

Several related moth species, including L. albescens, L. mathura, L. monacha, L. postalba,

L. umbrosa, and two other subspecies of gypsy moth, L. dispar asiatica and L. dispar japonica,
the Asian gypsy moth, do not have established populations in North America. Of these, Asian
gypsy moth subspecies, L. dispar asiatica and L. dispar japonica, have been the most
frequently intercepted and accidentally introduced subspecies in North America. Asian gypsy


https://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/publications/fidls/index.shtml

moth surveillance and eradication have been particularly critical because these subspecies
have broader host ranges than their European counterpart, and unlike the European
subspecies, females are capable of flight.

extension.msu.edu

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence through a diverse
workforce and inclusive culture that encourages all people to reach their full potential.

Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national
origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital
status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30,
1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU Extension, East
Lansing, Ml 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade
names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned.

The 4-H Name and Emblem have special protections from Congress, protected by code 18 USC 707.

We comply with the Federal Trade Commission 1998 Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA)
(https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-proceedings/childrens-online-privacy-

protection-rule).



https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-proceedings/childrens-online-privacy-protection-rule

