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AGENDA 
 

Randolph Street Intercounty Drain Drainage Board 
Wayne and Oakland Counties 

 
March 3, 2023 – 10:00 a.m. 
Northville Public Library 

212 W. Cady St. 
Northville, MI, and Microsoft Teams 

 
1. Call meeting to order 
 
 Board Members: 
 Michael Gregg, Chair, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
 Elmeka Steele, Wayne County Drain Commissioner 
 Jim Nash, Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner 
 
2. Approval of the meeting agenda for March 3, 2023 

 
3. Approval of Drainage District Board Meeting Minutes from April 8, 2019 

 
4. Public Comment 

 
5. Present Memorandum from Geoff Wilson, P.E. – Assistant Chief Engineer, dated March 3, 

2023, requesting the Board to receive and file documents regarding the Drainage District’s 
Serenity Point and Riverbank Stabilization Project 
 

6. Present Memorandum from Geoff Wilson, P.E. – Assistant Chief Engineer, dated March 3, 
2023, requesting the Board receive and file documents regarding the Drainage District’s 
Easement Acquisitions of Center Street to Lower Terminus 
 

7. Present Memorandum from Geoff Wilson, P.E. – Assistant Chief Engineer, dated March 3, 
2023, requesting the Board pause effort to build weir and replace Mill Pond Court culvert 
until further progress is made between the City of Novi and Lexington Green Homeowners 
Association 
 

8. Present Memorandum from Geoff Wilson, P.E. – Assistant Chief Engineer, dated March 3, 
2023, regarding the Maintenance Update and Prior Inspections 
 

9. Present Maintenance Assessment Recommendation and Special Assessment Roll in the 
amount of $86,992.00 

  
10. Present trial balance 
 
11. Other business 
 
12. Adjourn  
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Agenda Item No. 3 
 

Board Meeting Minutes from  
April 8, 2019 
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Agenda Item No. 4 
 

Public Comment 
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Agenda Item No. 5 
 

Serenity Point Improvement Project  
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OAKLAND COUNTY  
WATER RESOURCES COMMISSIONER MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Randolph Street Intercounty Drain Drainage Board     

 
FROM: Geoff S. Wilson, P.E. – Assistant Chief Engineer, OCWRC   

 
SUBJECT: Randolph Street Drain & Serenity Point Improvement Project 
 
DATE: March 3, 2023    
 

 
A 2022 application for a community grant was obligated to the City of Northville for FY 2023. The 
grant is for a maximum of $700,000 project involving the Randolph Street Drain and the adjacent 
Northville park at the lower terminus of the drain. Program details are yet not available for review, but 
staff is prepared to review the guidance with Northville staff once available. Staff will work in the 
coming months to scope this potential project and help Northville with guidance through the grant 
process. If a project is pursued, the local match is 20%. For items involving the Randolph Street 
Drain, an interagency agreement should be pursued to facilitate Randolph Street Drain maintenance 
funds being used to reimburse Northville for the local match. Staff will bring an interagency 
agreement before the board at a later date. 
 
Recommendation – Receive and File.   
 



Randolph Street Drain 
 

 

Downstream terminus, looking upstream toward Hutton Street. 



Randolph Street Drain 
 

 

 

Enclosed portion outlet downstream of Hutton Street. 



Randolph Street Drain 
 

 

Hutton Street culvert over low flow channel.  

 



Randolph Street Drain 
 

 

Hutton Street culvert over low flow channel. 

 



Randolph Street Drain 
 

 

Outlet of enclosed portion. Looking downstream with Ford Field in the background. 
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Agenda Item No. 6 
 

Easement Acquisitions – Center Street to Lower 
Terminus 
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OAKLAND COUNTY  
WATER RESOURCES COMMISSIONER MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Randolph Street Intercounty Drain Drainage Board     

 
FROM: Geoff S. Wilson, P.E. – Assistant Chief Engineer, OCWRC   

 
SUBJECT: Randolph Street Drain Easement Acquisitions – Center Street to Lower Terminus  
 
DATE: March 3, 2023    
 

 
Acquisition of easements has been ongoing for the low-flow channel downstream of Center Street in 
the City of Northville. There are three property owners along this channel of the drain, which was 
described in the route and course of the drain but is without easements or improvements. In several 
meetings, one owner is unwilling to grant an easement for the drain, expressing a desire for reduced 
flow through the open channel. Additional talks facilitated by Northville have been unsuccessful. The 
enclosed portion north of the low-flow channel is at capacity and the drain requires the current flow 
rate through the low-flow channel. To handle the full flow of the drain without the low-flow channel, an 
additional enclosure would need to be constructed parallel to the existing enclosure. Staff will 
continue to work with the final landowner to secure the easement. 
 
Expenditures to date: $20,934. 
Original Budget: $35,000. 
 
Recommendation – Receive and File.   
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Agenda Item No. 7 
 

Design Engineering Progress Update – Mill Pont Court 
and Weir 
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OAKLAND COUNTY  
WATER RESOURCES COMMISSIONER MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Randolph Street Intercounty Drain Drainage Board     

 
FROM: Geoff S. Wilson, P.E. – Assistant Chief Engineer, OCWRC   

 
SUBJECT: Mill Pond Court Culvert and Weir – Design Engineering Progress Update  
 
DATE: March 3, 2023    
 

 
To alleviate flooding in both the Lexington Green and Pheasant Hills subdivision, and to restore a 
disturbed wetland, the Board previously authorized Applied Science, Inc. (ASI) to perform engineering 
for an additional culvert and a weir at Mill Pond Court in the City of Northville. The weir would be 
constructed to restore a wetland affected when a drain cleanout occurred in 2013. This plan was 
identified as one of five alternatives developed by ASI in 2012. Conceptual plans were created and a 
model was developed based on new flow rates from the culvert beneath Mill Pond Court. A resident 
information meeting took place on March 27, 2019, with invitations being sent to all residents living 
adjacent to the areas affected by flooding. Follow up conversations took place with the residents who 
attended. Two residents requested additional figures and data to demonstrate the anticipated 
changes that would result from the installation of the culvert and weir. A request was also made by 
R.C. Edwards at the July 2018 board meeting to determine the effects of this project on residents 
along Elmsmere Drive. Lengthy discussions took place at the April 2019 drain board meeting, 
including talks of fixing the Lexington Green basin. The City of Novi has subsequently offered the 
Lexington Green HOA to share in the cost of fixing the Lexington Green basin. Fixing the basin would 
substantially alter the peak flow rates for the ten year, 24 hour event reaching Mill Pond Court, and 
may allow additional solutions to the flooding. ASI has stopped work on this project until receiving 
further direction from WRC staff. 

Project expenditures to date: $15,747 
Total design services budget: $38,375 

Recommendation – Pause effort to build weir and replace Mill Pond Court culvert until further 
progress is made between City of Novi and Lexington Green HOA.   
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Agenda Item No. 8 
 

Maintenance Update 
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OAKLAND COUNTY  
WATER RESOURCES COMMISSIONER MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Randolph Street Intercounty Drain Drainage Board     

 
FROM: Geoff S. Wilson, P.E. – Assistant Chief Engineer, OCWRC   

 
SUBJECT: Randolph Street Drain Maintenance Update  
 
DATE: March 3, 2023    
 

 
The Randolph Street Intercounty Drain was inspected in 2017 and 2020. A few manhole plaster 
repair work orders and woody debris removal work orders resulted from the 2017 inspection, and a 
few woody debris removal work orders resulted from the 2020 inspection. The drain is due for formal 
inspection in 2024. 
 
The drain has several bar screens in need of regular inspection and minor cleaning. The bar screen 
west of center street requires significant maintenance. A skid steer and mini excavator are used to 
remove debris from the bar screen. This occurred four times in the last six years, the largest effort 
being in August 2021 with a total cost of $7,382.  
 
A collection of culverts was recently inspected on behalf of the City of Northville and the report is 
enclosed with this information packet.  
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Agenda Item No. 9 
 

Maintenance Assessment Recommendation and Special 
Assessment Roll 

 
 



                          Date last assessment approved: 12/22/16
                                               Last Assessment: $367,545
                                      Current Available Cash: ($65,092)

                                       Expenditure History: Fiscal Year Amount

2016 $43,703
2017 $27,663
2018 $14,639
2019 $5,233
2020 $3,239
2021 $14,873
2022 $3,205

                                  Estimated Expenditures: Year Amount

2023 $7,300
2024 $7,300
2025 $7,300
Total $21,900

Recommended Assessment:

  Current Cash Deficit   $65,092
  Total Anticipated Expenses 2023 - 2025   $21,900

TOTAL RECOMMENDED ASSESSMENT $86,992

Prepared by: Date:_____________________
Geoff Wilson, P.E. - Assistant Chief Engineer

Approved by: Date:_____________________
Gary Nigro, P.E. - Manager

   Note: Current Available Cash as of December 31, 2022, Fiscal Services Division Report.

OAKLAND COUNTY WATER RESOURCES COMMISSIONER
MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT RECOMMENDATION FOR THE

Randolph Street Drain

Assessment for current fund deficit and estimated maintenance expenses for fiscal years: 2023 through 2025



*Percentage of Total Amount
Public Corporation Apportionment of Assessment Payment #1 Payment #2 Payment #3

City of Northville 62.19039% 54,100.66$            54,100.66$            - -

City of Novi 35.40427% 30,798.88$            30,798.88$            - -

County of Oakland 2.07760% 1,807.35$              1,807.35$              - -

County of Wayne 0.32774% 285.11$                 285.11$                 - -

     Total 100.00000% 86,992.00$            86,992.00$            -$                       -$                       

*Apportionment based on Final Order of Apportionment dated 6/10/1975.

Assessment Payment Due Date(s):  Payment #1  04/30/2023

I hereby certify that I have prepared the Special Assessment Roll for the Maintenance of the
Randolph Street Drain for the fiscal years 2023- 2025 in accordance with the direction of the Drainage Board
and the statutory provisions applicable thereto.

Jim Nash
Secretary of the Drainage Board for the Randolph Street Drain

The foregoing Special Assessment Roll for the maintenance of the Randolph Street Drain was approved
by the Drainage Board on ______________________ .

Jim Nash
Secretary of the Drainage Board for the Randolph Street Drain

OF THE RANDOLPH STREET DRAIN
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR THE MAINTENANCE
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Agenda Item No. 10 
 

Trial Balance 
 



Trial Balance
Organization Oakland County
Periods FY2023 : Oct - Dec
Ledger Actuals
Accounting Worktag FND82906 Randolph St 

Drain Ch21
Book Operating
Company Currency USD
Translation Currency USD
Run 2/15/2023 13:43
Consolidation Data

Ledger Account Beginning Balance Debit Amount
100100:Cash - Operating (44,569.89) 355.10
104100:Accrued Interest on 
Investment

229.25 80.47

207100:Due to 
Municipalities

(5,905.32) 0.00

211100:Due to Primary 
Government

(10,611.75) 0.00

228100:Deposits Liability (111.11) 0.00
381350:FB Restricted 
Programs

60,968.82 0.00

655000:Investment Income 0.00 262.24
770000:Internal Support 
Expenditures

0.00 4,046.11

Total 0.00 4,743.92



Credit Amount Ending Balance
4,248.87 (48,463.66)

59.48 250.24

0.00 (5,905.32)

0.00 (10,611.75)

0.00 (111.11)
0.00 60,968.82

130.01 132.23
305.56 3,740.55

4,743.92 0.00
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Agenda Item No. 11 
 

Other Business 
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Agenda Item No. 12 
 

Adjourn 



CAUTION: This message is from a sender outside of the Oakland County organization.
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

From: ndarga@fortunateland.com
To: Nash, James Holbrook; "Auger, Peter E."; Markham, Gwen
Cc: "Mike Domine"; Wilson, Geoff; "Brian Turnbull"; mwollenweber@ci.northville.mi.us
Subject: RE: Randolph Drain Serenity Point and Riverbank Stabilization Project Community Project Funding Program
Date: Monday, January 9, 2023 3:46:46 PM

Dear Mr. Jim Nash , Peter Auger and Commissioner Gwen Markam,,
 
Mayor Turnbull and the Citizens of Northville extend our gratitude for all of your support in
submitting a grant to address the headwall failures and severe erosion around the Randolph
Consolidated Drain as it outlets into Ford Field. Please be advised that Congresswoman Haley
Stevens posted a press release announcing the award of our grant as follows:
 
Project Name: Northville Randolph Drain Serenity Point and Riverbank Stabilization
Project
Project Sponsor: City of Northville
Requested Amount: $560,000
Funded Amount: $560,000
Local Match: $140,000
Description: This project would be a valuable use of taxpayer funds because the Randolph
Drain, Serenity Point and Riverbank Stabilization Project seeks to repair a pair of
deteriorated drainage structures that serve the cities of Northville and Novi. The Randolph
Drain emerges from beneath Hutton Street, forming a confluence with the Walled Lake
Branch of the Rouge River flowing through historic Ford Field in Northville. The drains are
severely undermined and have contributed to eroding the banks of the river and
endangering the stability of Hutton Street. In addition to stabilizing the drainage structures
and river embankments, the Ford Field Master Plan calls for the development of a scenic
viewing area in this location, overlooking the spillway of the Upper Mill Pond built by Henry
Ford for the Ford Valve Plant, one of his first Village Industry Plants in the 1920’s. The
stabilization of the drains and river embankments will address a safety hazard and an
eyesore and will create a serene viewing point, benefiting the many visitors who are
attracted to this popular, regional destination. The project will be done in partnership with
the Oakland County Water Resource Commission who repairs and maintains the drain.
 
I do not know when the grant papers or funds will be available. Hopefully, this information
will be forwarded to us shortly. It is my understanding that the processing of the grant
documents and execution of the project will be worked out by the Oakland County Water
Resource Commission, the City of Novi and Northville. The River Restoration Task Force
looks forward to this most important improvement along the river.
 
 
Respectfully
 
Nancy Darga
Chair Northville River Restoration Task Force
ndarga@fortunateland.com

mailto:ndarga@fortunateland.com
mailto:nashj@oakgov.com
mailto:pauger@cityofnovi.org
mailto:markhamg@oakgov.com
mailto:mdomine@ci.northville.mi.us
mailto:wilsong@oakgov.com
mailto:BTurnbull@ci.northville.mi.us
mailto:mwollenweber@ci.northville.mi.us
mailto:ndarga@fortunateland.com


313-682-7577
 
 
 

From: ndarga@fortunateland.com <ndarga@fortunateland.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2022 5:02 PM
To: 'Brian Turnbull' <BTurnbull@ci.northville.mi.us>; 'Patrick Sullivan'
<psullivan@ci.northville.mi.us>; 'nashj@oakgov.com' <nashj@oakgov.com>; 'Auger, Peter E.'
<pauger@cityofnovi.org>
Cc: 'Mike Domine' <mdomine@ci.northville.mi.us>; 'Wilson, Geoffrey Stefan'
<wilsong@oakgov.com>; 'Dave Gutman' <dgutman@xperience-det.com>; 'Kathy Spillane One'
<kspillane1@comcast.net>; John Arrowsmith <john.w.arrowsmith@outlook.com>; 'Jennifer Chehab'
<jchehab@fveng.com>
Subject: Randolph Drain Serenity Point and Riverbank Stabilization Project Community Project
Funding Program
 

Dear Pat Sullivan, Mayor Brian Turnbull, Jim Nash, Peter Auger, Mayor Bob Gatt,
 
Today the Northville River Restoration Task Force submitted the Randolph Drain
Serenity Point and Riverbank Stabilization project to the congressional “Community
Project Funding,”  special appropriations FY23. As described in the attached
application the intent of the project is to.
 
1. Repair the outfall of the Randolph Drain as it discharges into Ford Field,

2. Replace the 2 headwalls of the drain as it goes under Hutton Street ,

3. Excavate a defined channel for the outfall to the river,

4. Stabilize the portions of the river next to the outfall with rip rap and vegetation.

5. Create a small viewing area with a park bench and some flag stone to be called

serenity point

 
The total price of the project is estimated at $ 700,000 which requires a 20 % match.
(Federal allocation $ 650,000 match $ 140,000) this project is being sponsored by
Congresswoman Haley Stevens. Letters of support were given by Wayne County
Executive Office, City of Novi, City of Northville, Oakland County Water Resource
Commission, Representative Matt Koleszar, Oakland County Commissioner Gwen
Markum,  SEMCOG. (see attachment)  Thank you for all of your assistance in
submitting this application. Thank you, Geoff Wilson, Mike Domine, Fleis Vandenbrink ,
John Arrowsmith for meeting on site to review the engineering needs of the project.
 Congresswoman Stevens office has confirmed they have received the application and
support letters.



 
 
Nancy Darga
Chair Northville River Restoration Task Force
ndarga@fortunateland.com
313-682-7577
 

mailto:ndarga@fortunateland.com
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