
Oakland County Main Street 
Design Assistance Program

The Main Street Oakland County (MSOC) Program 
provides complementary conceptual design assistance
to property/business owners in officially designated 
MSOC  communities,  The intent of providing these 
services is to enhance the appearance of downtowns
through a sustainable/preservation based ethic 
delivered as  a cost effective solution for  the owner.

For additional information contact your local MSOC 
Manager or visit the MSOC Website:
http://www.oakgov.com/peds/program_service/main_st 
reet/mainstreetoc.html
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Assistance is not limited to just the front or 
‘Main Street’ façade of a building but is 
applied in a holistic approach to improve  
the visual quality as seen from all public 
areas.  Form, function and features are 
considered to ensure the maximum benefit 
for all of the stakeholders.



Oakland County Main Street 
Design Assistance Program
The Main Street Oakland County Design Assistance Program
Is a historic and sustainable based ethic design approach.  
Owners thinking of using the Historic Tax Credits should inform 
the MSOC staff of that intent prior to design work commencing.
Reconstruction of lost facades may even qualify for the tax credits.

Lake Orion, MI 2009

Lake Orion, MI ca 1955

Lake Orion, MI ca 1915
Lake Orion, MI proposed façade 2010
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Design Assistance Program
It doesn’t have to cost you an arm and a leg to put on your best face.
Loss of architectural detail and character can adversely affect the 
value of a property, but if you are a business 10 seconds is all you have
to set the tone of what your customers might expect.  So make a good 
first impression – you only get one chance.

Lake Orion, MI 
before

Lake Orion, MI 
proposed
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Lake Orion, MI 
after
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Ortonville, MI before

Ortonville, MI after

Main Street Oakland Design Assistance 
Program provides you as an owner with
a master plan for façade improvements. 
And that can include recommendations for 
phased development for budget purposes.  
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