Journey Into the Kingdom of

The megafauna of the last ice age went extinct with that cataclysmic climate
change. As the great sheet of ice retreated, creating hills and ridges (glacial
moraines) in Oakland County, one block of ice broke free. The enormous
weight of that partially buried block created this ‘kettle lake’_
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Modern day beavers are masters
of reengineering landscapes. And
what better place for setting up
wetland housekeeping than in
210,000-year-old kettle lake. A
secluded lake surrounded by
abundant food eliminates the
need to build a dam.
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Beavers may be secretive
and chiefly nocturnal but

forensic evidence tells their S,
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food. Tree limbs are for i
lodge construction. £
If threatened during
clandestine logging
expeditions they hurry
back to the water. Their large
webbed rear feet and a paddle-
like tail aid their swim to safely
and the beaver enters the lodge
from a hidden underwater turnel
But first a sharp crack of the tail
on the lake’s surface warns other
beavers danger is near.
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l| The sense of something extraordinary comes to life in this kingdom of glacial history and beavers and the ever ) ‘ UJ
changing raw radiance of nature’s way. Visit DestinationOakland.com for a preview of all parks and trails. ot
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