
STATE OF MICHIGAN BUSINESS COURT LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE 

SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ORDER 2024-01
OAKLAND COUNTY Rescinds LAO 2018-06 

Scope 

This administrative order is issued in accordance with Michigan Court Rule 8.112(8) which 

allows a trial court to issue administrative orders governing internal court management. This 

administrative order establishes a Business Court as required by 2012 PA 333 and recommended 

by the State Bar of Michigan Judicial Crossroads Task Force. It sets forth the goals of the Business 

Court, creates the procedural mechanisms by which cases will be assigned to the Business Court, 

and prescribes the provisions by which the Business Court will be managed. This Order rescinds 

Administrative Order 2018-06. 

The Sixth Judicial Circuit Court will implement a Business Court commencing on July 1, 

2013 (the "Commencement Date"). The Business Court is established to create a specialized 

docket for the handling of business-related litigation in lieu of traditional case file management. 

The Court will monitor the effectiveness of the Project, and report on its progress from time to 

time as requested by the State Court Administrative Office or the Chief Judge of the Sixth Judicial 

Circuit Court. 

This administrative order is issued in accordance with Local Administrative Order 2015-

03 Case Flow Management Plan. 

Other than as expressly provided in this Local Administrative Order (the "LAO"), the 

procedural and substantive law otherwise applicable to cases assigned to the Business Court shall 

remain unaffected. 

I. Case Eligibility Criteria for the Business Court

The Business Court has jurisdiction over business or commercial disputes1 in which 

equitable or declaratory relief is sought or in which the matter otherwise meets circuit court 

jurisdictional requirements.2 The business or commercial dispute may be found in the complaint,

counter-claim, cross-claim, or third-party complaint.3 Cases shall be assigned to the Business 

Court if all or part of the action includes a business or commercial dispute.4 Examples of disputes

to be included in or excluded from the Business Court are found at MCL 600.8031(2) and (3). 

II. Assignment of Cases to the Business Court

A. Cases will be assigned to the Business Court in accordance with the requirements of MCR

2.112(0) and MCL 600.8031 et seq.

1 A "business or commercial dispute" is defined at MCL 600.8031(1)(c).
2 MCL 600.8035(1).
3 MCL 600.8035(6).
4 MCL 600.8035(3).
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