
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

5TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OAKLAND COUNTY 

I. SCOPE

METHOD FOR ASSIGNING 

CASES IN THE FAMILY DIVISION 

OF CIRCUIT COURT 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

ORDER 2024-04

Rescinds LAO 2023-01 

This administrative order is issued in accordance with Michigan Court Rule 8.112(B), which allows a

trial court to issue administrative orders governing internal court management. This order provides

a method for assignment of cases within the family division. This Administrative Order is effective

upon approval by the State Court Administrative Office. This LAO rescinds the previous LAO 2023-1

II. ASSIGNMENT OF CASES

All cases shall be assigned to a judge at the time of filing unless otherwise provided by Court Rule,

Administrative Order, or Directive of the Chief Judge.

a. The County Clerk shall assign all cases identified by case type codes listed in Case File

Management Standard 39 A (6) - (10), except as designated in (b)-(e)

b. All juvenile traffic cases shall be assigned by Juvenile Intake.

c. Waiver of parental consent for abortion cases shall be assigned by blind draw by the Family

Division Administrator or designee.

d. Any felony cases designated for the family division shall be prepared under the direction

of the Circuit Court Administrator and assigned by Juvenile Intake.

e. Any adoption matter shall be assigned to a family division judge by random blind draw of

the adoption department. The adoptions department will retain the official court file and

'no documents or docket entries may be viewed through the County Clerk's public

document/docket portal.

Ill. BLIND DRAW PROCEDURE 

a. Judicial assignment shall be accomplished by blind draw. The person making the blind draw

shall not know to whom a case is assigned until the case is filed.

b. Blind draw decks are prepared under the written direction of the court administrator for

use in making judicial assignments in the following categories.

i. Domestic Relations

ii. Delinquency

iii. Child Protective Proceedings

iv. Adoption Proceedings

v. Parental Waivers

vi. Miscellaneous cases within the subject matter of the family division and not

otherwise reference in (i) - (v)

c. The blind draw procedure will be utilized unless an exception applies.
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