Appendix O — Public and Agency Review of the Draft EA

Appendices




This appendix (Appendix O) includes details of the Public Meeting held May 1, 2024, and provides a
summary of the public and agency comments received on the 2024 Draft Short Form Environmental
Assessment (EA) including Oakland/Southwest Airport (Airport or Y47) responses.

1. Public Meeting Details

A Public Meeting was held at Salem-South Lyon District Library on May 1, 2024, from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM.
The purpose of the Public Meeting was to present the Preferred Alternative and its associated impacts to
the public and receive written comments on the proposed action. Public comments received have been
incorporated into the Final Short Form EA where appropriate.

The Public Meeting was an informal, walk-through event where individuals had the opportunity to review
maps and displays, ask questions, give feedback, and discuss the project with Airport staff and consultant
team members. Attendees could arrive at any time and choose to visit each station or select specific areas
of interest. A printed open house guide was provided to inform guests of the station topics. According to
the Public Meeting sign-in sheets, approximately 23 people attended the Public Meeting. Copies of the
legal public notice and sign-in sheets are found at the end of this document.

The legal public notice was advertised in two local newspapers 31 days and 27 days before the Public
Meeting. The public notices explained that the Draft Short Form EA was available for public review and
announced the date, time, and location of the Public Meeting.

Physical copies of the Draft Short Form EA document were made available for public review at the Airport
during normal business hours and an electronic copy was also available on the Airport’'s website.

2. Summary of Public Comments Received and Airport Responses
No public comments were received.
3. Summary of Agency Comments Received and Airport Responses

Correspondence from three agencies was received on the 2024 Draft Short Form EA. A summary of their
comments and Airport responses are included below. Agency comments have been incorporated into the
Final Short Form EA where appropriate. Actual correspondence letters received are provided later in this
appendix.

United State Environmental Protection Agency

PURPOSE AND NEED / PROJECT ALTERNATIVES
The Draft EA explains that both ends of Runway 8/26 have displaced landing thresholds due
to the presence of tree obstructions. Key features of the proposed Project include both
shortening the runway (from both ends) to 2,300 feet and removing tree obstructions.

Recommendations for the Final EA:

e Runway Requirements (Appendix B) indicates a runway length of 2,400 feet would
adequately accommodate the majority of aircraft based and operating at the Airport on a
regular basis. Explain why the proposed runway length is only 2,300 feet and not 2,400
feet.



Response: A runway length of 2,300 feet (vs. 2,400 feet) was selected as the
Preferred Alternative as 2,300 feet would still meet the needs of aircraft that
operate at the Airport but would require less trees to be removed resulting in less
private property and environmental impacts.

e Clarify that proposed cutting and grubbing of trees in order to clear obstructions from the
approach surface, runway protection zones (RPZs) and runway safety areas (RSAs) is due
to a lack of regular maintenance.

Response: The need to remove trees was the result of a combination of factors
including funding availability, expected environmental impacts and mitigation
requirements, and private property impacts. The primary reason was the lack of
land use controls in the runway approaches. The Airport did not have the authority
or the right to remove trees on private property in the past nor was the funding to
purchase required easements available. The project just recently received state
funding to address obstructions in the runway approaches.

o Explain how the proposed runway length of 2,300 feet will impact the approach surfaces,
RPZs and RSAs. An exhibit showing the existing runway, approach surfaces, RPZs, and
RSAs, as well as the proposed runway length and corresponding approach surfaces, RPZs
and RSAs, should be included in the Final EA.

Response: A reduced runway length will improve and reduce private property
impacts in the approaches and require less tree removals. As the runway
shortens, all safety areas and approach surfaces move closer to the Airport.
Figure 1.6 Alternatives Considered found on page 19, illustrates the Runway
Protection Zone, Runway Safety Area and the various approach surfaces
surrounding the Airport.

e Explain the management approach to identifying and addressing future obstructions.
Create a management plan to avoid future vegetative obstructions that could impact Airport
operations.

Response: As explained in the Short Form EA, once the trees have been
removed, the Airport plans to maintain obstructions on Airport property using
existing tractor and mowing equipment.

Avigation easements will be purchased over private property regulating the height
of trees allowed. Off airport trees will be initially removed at the Airport’s expense;
however, if property owners allow trees to become obstructions in the future, the
owners will be responsible for removing those trees at that time.



AQUATIC IMPACTS

Wetlands

The Draft EA indicates 1.039 acres of forested wetlands and 3.544 acres of non-forested
wetlands will be impacted by this project.

Recommendations for the Final EA:

Discuss required wetland mitigation ratios for the proposed wetland impacts. Provide
additional information on the mitigation required by the Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy for the 3.544 acres of impact to non-forested
wetlands and 1.039 acre of forested wetlands that would be cleared, grubbed, filled or
graded, including the location of required mitigation.

Response: As discussed in the Short Form EA, consultation with EGLE indicates
that cutting trees in any forested wetland (1.039 acres) is considered an impact to
that wetland even if there is no ground disturbance. Wetlands along the south side
of the runway (total of 3.544 acres) are non-forested wetlands and would be
cleared, grubbed, filled, and graded to accommodate the RSA and ROFA for the
reconstructed runway.

Proposed mitigation for wetland impacts is expected to include an EGLE Part 303
Wetland Protection permit and mitigation of 1.039 acres for the forested wetlands
(1:1 ratio) and 5.316 acres for the non-forested wetlands (1:1.5 ratio) for a total of
6.355 acres. Mitigation would include the purchase of wetland credits at an EGLE
approved mitigation bank within the same watershed.

Stormwater Runoff

The Airport property covers approximately 79 acres within the Novi Lyons Drain-Davis Creek
Watershed of the Huron River Watershed. Surrounding land uses primarily include single-
family residential to the north and lower density residential, as well as vacant land, to the west
and south. The New Hudson No. 1 Drain, a steep-sided constructed drain approximately 25
feet wide, parallels Runway 8/26 on the northern side and flows to the west.

Recommendations for the Final EA:

Explain how the proposed actions (e.g., tree obstruction removal, runway widening) will
impact stormwater runoff and filtration.

Response: The Preferred Alternative will reduce impervious surface areas and
likely decrease stormwater runoff due to the proposed removal of runway and
taxiway pavement. Estimates indicate a net decrease in impervious surfaces of
1.10 acres (48,200 square feet). However, soil erosion is a source of concern due
to potential impacts to surface waters from runway reconstruction and tree
removals. Since the Airport site is generally flat, a high risk of soil erosion during
excavation and ground disturbing activities is not expected. However, some



amount of erosion may occur. The following list of BMPs represents common
erosion control measures that should be considered during construction and
obstruction removal and applied where applicable:

» Sediment traps

* Temporary cement ponds

*  Temporary grassing of disturbed areas

* Vegetation cover replaced as soon as possible
*  Erosion mats and mulch

» Silt fencing and drainage check dams

» Settling basins for stormwater treatment

All excavated soils and staging areas for construction equipment will be placed in
non-sensitive upland areas with all disturbed areas replanted as soon as possible
to reduce the likelihood of erosion.

Mitigation measures prepared under an erosion control plan, in accordance with
FAA AC 150/5370-10H, Standard Specifications for Construction of Airports, will
help minimize long-term impacts to area water quality and to the existing drainage
system.

Part 91, Michigan Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control of the Natural
Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 Public Act 451, as amended,
requires the Airport to acquire a soil erosion and sedimentation control permit from
the Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner’s Office.

The Airport is also required to obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit from EGLE for construction activity disturbing one acre or
more of soil. Permittees are required to control runoff from construction sites and
develop a construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that
includes erosion prevention and sediment control BMPs.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
The Draft EA describes potential impacts to listed species as well as best management
practices (BMPs) proposed to reduce disturbance to state and Federally-listed threatened and
endangered species.

Recommendations for the Final EA:

o  Clarify whether contractors will be required to follow BMPs listed in the Draft EA and
appendices when completing the proposed project. Include these commitments in the
forthcoming Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and project contract documents.



Response: Although the Airport will strongly encourage contractors to implement
any agency BMPs, the Airport/contractors must follow applicable FAA advisory
circulars and construction guidance. Construction contracts will identify any
applicable FAA requirements that contractors must follow. The FONSI will also
include this requirement.

Create an exhibit similar to the exhibit entitled Bat Habitat Assessment Areas (Appendix H)
in order to show the habitats of listed species compared to the proposed project area. This
exhibit should be included in the body of the EA, as it was difficult to find in the appendices.

Response: In order to keep page limits in the Short Form EA to a minimum, text
was added to direct readers to the exact location of the bat habitat maps found in
Appendix H — Biological Resources.

CONSTRUCTION
We acknowledge the inclusion of BMPs that would reduce emissions from construction. We
encourage FAA to require contractors to utilize these BMPs to the extent practicable in addition
to FAA’s advisory circulars and construction guidelines.

Response: Although the Airport will strongly encourage the use of the USEPA
emissions checklist and other BMPs, the Airport must follow applicable FAA
advisory circulars during construction. Construction contracts will identify any
applicable requirements that contractors must follow.

TREE REPLACEMENT
Obstructions that penetrate the FAR Part 77 approach surfaces of Runway 8/26 need to be

removed as part of the proposed project.

Recommendations for the Final EA:

In addition to clarifying whether trees will be removed from 35.9 acres due to a lack of
regular maintenance of the approach surfaces, RPZs and RSAs, provide additional
information on the Airport’s proposed plan to maintain approach surfaces, RPZs, and RSAs
in the future. Specify the approximate number of trees that need to be removed.

Response: As explained above, once the trees have been removed, the Airport
plans to maintain obstructions on Airport property using existing tractor and
mowing equipment. Off airport trees will be initially removed at the Airport’s
expense. However, easements will be purchased over private property regulating
the height of trees. If property owners allow trees to become obstructions in the
future, the owners will be responsible for removing those trees at their expense.



It is virtually impossible to quantify the exact number of trees that will be cleared
under the Preferred Alternative as the project area includes many saplings to large
mature trees.

o Commit to mitigation for tree loss at a 1:1 ratio. Include a cost estimate for tree mitigation
in the Final EA. Working with local nurseries or the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) and/or local park districts could serve as useful resources when
creating an estimate and to provide suitable locations for tree mitigation.

Response: A 1:1 tree mitigation ratio will be considered by the Airport but is not
guaranteed. Costs of tree replacements are difficult to determine until the
easement acquisition phase is complete. Many of the trees proposed for removal
are on private property and owners have the right to refuse replacement trees. In
many cases property owners prefer not to have replacement trees as they become
nuisances and are difficult to maintain. Tree replacement costs will be determined
and included the easement acquisition phase.

Section 4(f) Property
The proposed project includes the removal and replacement of trees within the right-of-way
(ROW) of the Huron Valley Trail, which is a Section 4(f) property. The Draft EA describes how
a memorandum of agreement (MOA) between Oakland County and the Michigan DNR
stipulates that any trees within the Huron Valley ROW will be replaced at a 1:1 ratio. The
Western Oakland County Trailway Management Council will specify the location and species

for replacement.

Recommendations for the Final EA:
o EPA requests that only native tree species suitable to this eco-region are used for tree
mitigation.

Response: Native trees will be considered, but the selection is at the discretion
of the Western Oakland County Trailway Management Council. All trees used as
replacements will be a species suitable to the project’s eco-region and will be low
growing varieties as to not become obstructions in the future. If trees are selected
with the potential to become obstructions in the future, they will be planted outside
of the runway approaches.

Oakland County Planning and Local Business Development Division, Economic Development
Department

I'm writing in response to your attached letter dated March 27, 2024, and the digital files that you
had provided on thumb drive. We have reviewed the Draft Short Form Environmental Assessment
and find no significant impacts.

Response: Comment noted.



Department of Natural Resources

The draft EA for the proposed airport improvements at Oakland Southwest Airport was forwarded
to DNR staff for review. Wildlife Biologist Kaitlyn Barnes has provided that she has reviewed the
Biological Resources section of the EA and is satisfied/has no comment.

Response: Comment noted.
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BE IT MADE KNOWN THAT THE FOLLOWING ADVERTISMENT APPEARED IN:

Publication: South Lyon Herald
Placed By: Mead & Hunt Inc.
Subject: Notice of Availability — Oakland Southwest Airport
Publication Date: April 4, 2024

%\DU ﬁ‘/ﬁ% (Susan Totoraitis), being duly sworn, deposes
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S. Lyon Herald Newspaper on the following date/s/: April 4, 2024,

INVOICE #8792383, and as an authorized employee of the Observer and

Eccentric Media, she knows well the facts stated/herein. Cost: $300.90.
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My Commission Expires 03-09- 2029
Acting in the County 103
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news and intelligence of a general character, which are duly qualified newspapers, and
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Published In the following edition(s):
Dakland Prass 03/31,/24
theoaklandpress.com 03731724
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Uek: Azt
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
OF A
DRAFT SHORT FORM ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT

AND
NOTICE OF A :ggl.lﬂ MEETING

PROPOSED AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS
AT THE
OAKLAND SOUTHWEST AIRPORT
NMEW HUDSON, MICHIGAN

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS aro notifiod of the availability of a Draft
Snon Form Environmental Assessmany (EA) evaluating the polantal
offects of proposad mprovements at the Oakland Southwest Alport
(Alrpon) in compliance with applcabla laws, regulations, Executive
Orders, and FAA policies Including Order 1050.1F. A hardeopy of the
Dralt Short Form EA is availeble for review during normal business
haure al thae balow locations or an electronio warsion is availabla anytima
onling on tha Cakiand Courdy's webaily unlil Moy 3, 2024, Dogurnants
can be found ol the following lodations:

+ A hardoopy is avaliabia at the following locatons:
o Oakland Saunhwast Aipor located al 57751 Pontiae Trall
Building #2, New Hudson, M 48165
¢ Qakland County Infernational Aiport located &t 8500
Patorson Parkway, Watarhcid, Ml 48327 in the Administrative
Ofica
» An slectronic version iz availeble onfing at:
s fwww.oakgow comicommunity/almons

ALL INTEAEESTED PERSONS ara furhor ndvicod of a publle meating
baing held by the Airporl. Tho purposa of the public meating will ba 1o
conader tho coclal, oconomis, and anvironmental eflacts of
improvements and whether the imgrevements arg in the public interest
and consistent with the Mational Envireamental Pollcy Act of 1888, Tha
public meeting is scheduled for

May 1, 2024, from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM at the Salem-South Lyen
District Library, located a1 9300 Pontliac Trall, South Lyon, M 48178

Tha public moating will focus on the Drall Short Farm EA for tha following
proposed improvemonts:

+ Bemove 220 feet of extsting pavement from the Runmway & end
and BO& feet from the Rumvay 26 end, resulting in botk a shitting
of rurway thresholds and an overall reduction in runway lengtn
frodm 3,128 feet to B new langth of 2,300 feat.

» VWiden Fumway 28 1o the standard widih of B0 fem (axsating
widih is 40 teel).

= Ramova the existing hull-length paraliel taxiway and replaco with
a taiway turnaround at the Hurway B ond and a bypass taxiway
af tha Runway 26 and,

= Congtruct & texiway connacior bohwoan zn axecutive hengar and
Runway &/26,

= Olain avigation easemants to remowve treds that are obsiructions
o tha approach surfaces of Hunways B/2G6.

- Gloor and grub ke veebestivoe whish pesatrale nppronch
aurfaces of ﬁunwaye B35

+ Clear and grade the area between the Runway Salety Area and
the Runway Object Free Ares on the south side of the runway 1o
croate & surface that the Alrport can casily maintain,

The public mesting will be an open houss formal with no formal
presentation given. Mambers from the project team will bo avallable to
BNswel queslions on an Indhidual basis. imeresied paricipants may
attend the mesting anytime batwaen the listed hours. Commant forms
will be available for thoss persons wiho would like to make a statemoent
regarding the project, and have i included in the official transcrigt of the
pubia: meating. Before inciuding personal Identdying information in your
comand, be advised that your entire commant including your parsonal
irfarmation, may be made publicly available at any tima,

In complianca with the Amosicans with Disgbdities Act, individuale
neading special accommodalions (including auxilary communicative
gids and services) during the meating should natity Chend Buah,
Manager ol Avlation, at least three daya prior 10 the meeting.

The pubdic is alse encouraged to submit written commants of CONCAIMS
by mail or omail, Commenls must be racelved by May 3, 2024, io be
inciuded in the official project record, Send comments fa;

Cheryl Bush, Manager of Aviaticn

Oakland County intermnational Airport

G500 Patlerson Prevy,

Watariord, M| 48327

248-586-3000 / bughe @ oakgov.com
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Draft EA Agency Distribution List

Salutation line

Contact Name

Title

Organization

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone or Email

Federal and State Coordination

- Master List

Mr. Duffiney Tony Duffiney State Director USDA - APHIS Wildlife Services 2803 Jolly Rd., Suite 100, Okemos, M| 48864 517-336-1928

Mr. Watling Jim Watling Supervisor EGLE, Water Resources Division, Transportation Review Unit P.O. Box 30458 Lansing, MI 48909-7958 517-599-9002

Mr. Dugan Moises Dugan Regional Administrator (Acting) Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region 5 536 South Clark Street, 6th Floor Chicago, lllinois 60605 312-408-5500

Ms. Gagliardo Jean Gagliardo District Conservationist USDA, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Portage Service Center 5950 PORTAGE RD PORTAGE, MI 49002 269-382-5121 ext 3

Mr. Hicks Scott Hicks Field Office Supervisor US Fish and Wildlife - Michigan Field Office 2651 Coolidge Road, Suite 101 East Lansing, Michigan 48823 517-351-6274

Mr. Westlake Kenneth Westlake Chief EPA Region 5, NEPA Implementation Section 77 West Jackson Boulevard Chicago, lllinois 60604 312-886-2910

Ms. Lott Shannon Lott Natural Resources Deputy Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Executive Division P.O. Box 30028 Lansing, MI 48909 517-243-3166/517-284-5810

Local & Political Coordination -

Master List

Ms. Des Rochers

Katherine Des Rochers

Planning Department Coordinator

Lyon Township

58000 Grand River Avenue

New Hudson, Ml 48165

248-956-1679

Mr. Nash

Jim Nash

Commissioner

Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner's Office

One Public Works Drive, Building 95W

Waterford, Ml 48328

248-858-0958

Mr. Rasegan

Bret Rasegan, RA

Planning Manager

Oakland County Planning Division

2100 Pontiac Lake Road, Building 41 West

Waterford, M| 48328

248-858-5445
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REGION 5
CHICAGO, IL 60604

May 2, 2024
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY
Misty Peavler Steve Houtteman
Federal Aviation Administration Michigan Department of Transportation
Detroit Airports District Office Bureau of Aeronautics
11677 S Wayne Road 2700 Port Lansing Road
Romulus, Michigan 48174 Lansing, Michigan 48906
Re: EPA Comments: Draft Short Environmental Assessment Form for Runway 8/26 Shift, Shortening,

and Approach Clearing at Oakland/Southwest Airport in Oakland County, Michigan
Dear Ms. Peavler and Mr. Houtteman:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration’s
(FAA) undated Draft Short Environmental Assessment Form (Draft EA), regarding the above-mentioned
project, which proposes modifications to Runway 8/26 (hereafter: Project) at the Oakland/Southwest
Airport (Airport). Oakland County, Michigan owns and operates the Airport and is the non-Federal partner.
This letter provides EPA’s comments on the proposed Project pursuant to our authorities under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) NEPA Implementing
Regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act.

The Airport serves the southwest Oakland County region and is categorized by FAA as a reliever airport for
Detroit Metro Wayne County Airport. Currently, the primary runway (Runway 8/26) is 3,128 feet long and
40 feet wide, with displaced landing thresholds at both ends. Displacements are due to the presence of
tree obstructions at both approach ends of Runway 8/26.

An examination of existing Airport operations determined the current Runway Designation Code (RDC) is A-I
Small. This category requires a runway length of 2,400 feet and a width of 60 feet. The proposed project is
to reconstruct Runway 8/26 to a shorter length than the existing runway and to address overdue
maintenance concerns both at the Airport and on properties adjacent to the Airport.

The Draft EA analyzed three alternatives:

e The No Build Alternative;

e Alternative 1 — Reconstruct Runway 8/26 to 2,300 feet by 60 feet; clear/grub current and future
obstructions in upland areas; and clear/cut current and future obstructions with no ground
disturbance in wetland areas (Preferred Alternative); and

e Alternative 2 — Reconstruct Runway 8/26 to 2,300 feet by 60 feet; clear/grub current and future
obstructions in both upland and wetland areas.



The preferred alternative is Alternative 1. Key components include:

e Remove 220 feet of existing pavement from the end of Runway 8 and 608 feet of pavement from
the end of Runway 26, resulting in both new runway thresholds and an overall reduction in runway
length from 3,128 feet to a new shortened length of 2,300 feet;

e Widen Runway 8/26 from 40 feet to the standard width of 60 feet;

¢ Remove the existing full-length parallel taxiway?, replacing it with a taxiway turnaround at the end
of Runway 8 and a bypass taxiway at the end of Runway 26 to facilitate 180-degree turns;

e Construct a taxiway connector between an executive hangar and Runway 8/26 to replace the
existing taxiway connector that will be lost due to the removal of the parallel taxiway;

e Obtain avigation easements to remove trees that are obstructions to FAA Part 77 approach surfaces
and state of Michigan design standards for Runway 8/26;

e Clear and grub tree obstructions in upland areas (with tree and obstruction removal in wetland
areas without ground disturbance) which penetrate the FAA Part 77 approach surfaces and state of
Michigan design standards for Runway 8/26;

e C(Clear and grade the area between the Runway Safety Area and the Runway Object Free Area on the
south side of the runway to create a surface that the Airport can easily maintain.

EPA’s detailed comments on Draft EA are enclosed with this letter and focus on purpose and need/project
alternatives, aquatic impacts, biological resources, construction, and tree replacement. We recommend
that FAA address EPA’s comments before finalizing the EA.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Draft EA. Please send an electronic copy of future NEPA
documents to RSNEPA@epa.gov. If you would like to discuss the contents of this letter further, please
contact Kathy Kowal, lead reviewer for this project, at kowal.kathleen@epa.gov. Ms. Kowal is also available
at 312-353-5206.

Sincerely,

Krystle Z. McClain, P.E.

NEPA Program Supervisor

Environmental Justice, Community Health, and
Environmental Review Division

Enclosures:
EPA’s Detailed Comments

CC (with enclosures):

Stan Reinke, MDOT-AERO (reinkesl@michigan.gov)

Paige Luft, MDOT-AERO (luftp3@michigan.gov)

Ron Olson, MDNR (OlsonR@michigan.gov)

Paige Cavanaugh, Michigan EGLE (CavanaughP1@michigan.gov)
Bill Ballard, Mead & Hunt (william.ballard@meadhunt.com)

1 The existing full-length parallel taxiway is not required based on current and projected activity levels.
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EPA’s Detailed Comments
Draft Short Environmental Assessment Form for Runway 8/26 Shift, Shortening, and
Approach Clearing at Oakland/Southwest Airport

Oakland County, Michigan
May 2, 2024

PURPOSE AND NEED / PROJECT ALTERNATIVES
e The Draft EA explains that both ends of Runway 8/26 have displaced landing thresholds due to the

presence of tree obstructions. Key features of the proposed Project include both shortening the
runway (from both ends) to 2,300 feet and removing tree obstructions.

Recommendations for the Final EA:

* Runway Requirements (Appendix B) indicates a runway length of 2,400 feet would adequately
accommodate the majority of aircraft based and operating at the Airport on a regular basis.
Explain why the proposed runway length is only 2,300 feet and not 2,400 feet.

e Clarify that proposed cutting and grubbing of trees in order to clear obstructions from the
approach surface, runway protection zones (RPZs) and runway safety areas (RSAs) is due to a
lack of regular maintenance.

e Explain how the proposed runway length of 2,300 feet will impact the approach surfaces, RPZs
and RSAs. An exhibit showing the existing runway, approach surfaces, RPZs, and RSAs, as well as
the proposed runway length and corresponding approach surfaces, RPZs and RSAs, should be
included in the Final EA.

e Explain the management approach to identifying and addressing future obstructions. Create a
management plan to avoid future vegetative obstructions that could impact Airport operations.

AQUATIC IMPACTS
Wetlands

e The Draft EA indicates 1.039 acres of forested wetlands and 3.544 acres of non-forested wetlands
will be impacted by this project.

Recommendations for the Final EA: Discuss required wetland mitigation ratios for the proposed
wetland impacts. Provide additional information on the mitigation required by the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy for the 3.544 acres of impact to non-forested
wetlands and 1.039 acre of forested wetlands that would be cleared, grubbed, filled or graded,
including the location of required mitigation.

Stormwater Runoff

e The Airport property covers approximately 79 acres within the Novi Lyons Drain-Davis Creek
Watershed of the Huron River Watershed. Surrounding land uses primarily include single-family
residential to the north and lower density residential, as well as vacant land, to the west and south.
The New Hudson No. 1 Drain, a steep-sided constructed drain approximately 25 feet wide, parallels
Runway 8/26 on the northern side and flows to the west.




Recommendations for the Final EA: Explain how the proposed actions (e.g., tree obstruction
removal, runway widening) will impact stormwater runoff and filtration.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

e The Draft EA describes potential impacts to listed species as well as best management practices
(BMPs) proposed to reduce disturbance to state and Federally-listed threatened and endangered
species.

Recommendations for the Final EA:

e Clarify whether contractors will be required to follow BMPs listed in the Draft EA and
appendices when completing the proposed project. Include these commitments in the
forthcoming Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and project contract documents.

e Create an exhibit similar to the exhibit entitled Bat Habitat Assessment Areas (Appendix H) in
order to show the habitats of listed species compared to the proposed project area. This exhibit
should be included in the body of the EA, as it was difficult to find in the appendices.

CONSTRUCTION

e We acknowledge the inclusion of BMPs that would reduce emissions from construction. We
encourage FAA to require contractors to utilize these BMPs to the extent practicable in addition to
FAA’s advisory circulars and construction guidelines.

TREE REPLACEMENT

Obstruction Removal

e Obstructions that penetrate the FAR Part 77 approach surfaces of Runway 8/26 need to be removed
as part of the proposed project.

Recommendations for the Final EA:

e |n addition to clarifying whether trees will be removed from 35.9 acres due to a lack of regular
maintenance of the approach surfaces, RPZs and RSAs, provide additional information on the
Airport’s proposed plan to maintain approach surfaces, RPZs, and RSAs in the future. Specify
the approximate number of trees that need to be removed.

e Commit to mitigation for tree loss at a 1:1 ratio. Include a cost estimate for tree mitigation in
the Final EA. Working with local nurseries or the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(MDNR) and/or local park districts could serve as useful resources when creating an estimate
and to provide suitable locations for tree mitigation.

Section 4(f) Property

e The proposed project includes the removal and replacement of trees within the right-of-way (ROW)
of the Huron Valley Trail, which is a Section 4(f) property. The Draft EA describes how a
memorandum of agreement (MOA) between Oakland County and the Michigan DNR stipulates that



any trees within the Huron Valley ROW will be replaced at a 1:1 ratio. The Western Oakland County
Trailway Management Council will specify the location and species for replacement.

Recommendations for the Final EA:

e EPA requests that only native tree species suitable to this eco-region? are used for tree
mitigation.

2 https://www.fs.usda.gov/psw/publications/documents/psw _gtr199/psw gtr199.pdf
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From: Courtney Beard

To: Courtney Beard

Subject: FW: Draft Short Form EA for proposed airport Improvements Oakland Southwest Airport
Date: Friday, May 3, 2024 1:26:09 PM

Attachments: MeadHuntlogo 87950253-989¢-49b2-a74f-a156c21c38dd.png

Courtney Beard

Planning Technician Ill | Aviation
Direct: 517-908-3146 | Transfer Files

Mead&Hunt

LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram

From: Rasegan, Bret <raseganb@oakgov.com>

Sent: Monday, April 15, 2024 1:59 PM

To: William Ballard <william.ballard@meadhunt.com>

Cc: Bush, Cheryl Lynn <bushc@oakgov.com>; Wiltfang, Kristen L <wiltfangk@oakgov.com>; Carlson,
Sean <carlsons@oakgov.com>

Subject: Draft Short Form EA for proposed airport Improvements Oakland Southwest Airport

You don't often get email from raseganb@oakgov.com. Learn why this is important

Mr. Ballard,

I’m writing in response to your attached letter dated March 27, 2024 and the digital files that
you had provided on thumb drive.

We have reviewed the Draft Short Form Environmental Assessment and find no significant
impacts.

Please let me know if you require further information.

Thank you, Bret

Bret Rasegan, R.A.

Manager

Planning and Local Business Development Division
Economic Development Department

Oakland County, Michigan

All ways, moving forward

Phone: (248) 858-5445
Mobile: (248) 613-9297

Email: raseganb@OakGov.com

Executive Office Building 41W
2100 Pontiac Lake Road | Waterford, Ml 48328
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From: Courtney Beard

To: Courtney Beard

Subject: FW: DNR Review: Draft EA for the proposed airport improvements at Oakland Southwest Airport
Date: Friday, May 3, 2024 1:38:59 PM

Attachments: image001.png
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Courtney Beard

Planning Technician Ill | Aviation
Direct: 517-908-3146 | Transfer Files

Mead&Hunt

LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram

From: Hiller, Lindsay (DNR) <HillerL1@michigan.gov>

Sent: Friday, May 3, 2024 1:30 PM

To: William Ballard <william.ballard@meadhunt.com>

Cc: Sadler, Taunia (DNR) <SadlerT@michigan.gov>; Barnes, Kaitlyn (DNR)
<BarnesK10@michigan.gov>; Robison, Joseph (DNR) <RobisonJ@michigan.gov>; Hiller, Lindsay
(DNR) <HillerL1@michigan.gov>

Subject: DNR Review: Draft EA for the proposed airport improvements at Oakland Southwest Airport

You don't often get email from hillerli@michigan.gov. Learn why this is important

Hello Mr. Ballard,

The draft EA for the proposed airport improvements at Oakland Southwest Airport was forwarded to
DNR staff for review. Wildlife Biologist Kaitlyn Barnes has provided that she has reviewed the
Biological Resources section of the EA and is satisfied/has no comment.

Thank you,

Lindsay Hiller

Administrative Assistant

Office of Public Lands - Executive Division

Department of Natural Resources

Phone : 517-284-5807
Fax:517-335-4242

P.O. Box 30028
Lansing, M| 48909

Chat with me on Teams!
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2605 Port Lansing Road
Lansing, Michigan 18906

517-321-8234

| meadhunt.com
Hunt RECEIVED
March 27, 2024 MAR 2 8 2024

_ DIRECTOR'S OFFICE
Shannon Lott NATURAL RESOURCES
Natural Resources Deputy
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Executive Division
P.O. Box 30028
Lansing, MI 48909
Re: Draft Short Form Environmental Assessment for Proposed Airport Improvements

Oakland Southwest Airport, New Hudson, Michigan

Dear Ms. Lott:

Enclosed for your information and review is a flash drive containing an electronic copy of the Draft Short
Form Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed runway reduction, avigation easements, and
obstruction clearing on both ends of Runway 8/26 at the Oakland Southwest Airport in New Hudson,
Michigan. Hardcopies of this document are available upon request.

A legal Notice of Availability (NOA) announcing that the Draft Short Form EA was available for public review
and comment was published in a local area newspaper on March 31, 2024. The NOA explained how the
public could review and comment on the Draft Short Form EA and provided a notice of the public meeting,
which will be held on May 1, 2024. The Draft Short Form EA is available electronically on the Oakland
County’s website, and hardcopies are available at the Airport and the Oakland County Administrative office
for public review.

Following review and comment by your agency, if no significant impacts are identified, it is our intention to
submit this document to the approving authority, the Michigan Department of Transportation Office of
Aeronautics (MDOT AERO), with a recommendation that a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) be
prepared. A FONSI is the final step in the environmental clearance process.

To maintain the project schedule, your comments are requested by May 3, 2024. Please send your written
or email comments to:

William Ballard, AICP

Mead & Hunt, Inc.

2605 Port Lansing Road, Lansing, Ml 48906
william.ballard @ meadhunt.com

Sincerely,
Lt JBillocst’
William Ballard

Enclosure
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