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Re: Orchard Lake Application for an Assessment Reduction 
Based on an Inability to Pay Local Property Taxes 

Dear Property Owner: 

At your request enclosed is the application that you will need to complete and submit to Orchard Lake in 
order to request a reduction in your assessment for financial hardship. 

The Board of Review is obligated to adhere to the guidelines set forth in the city's approved policy in 
reviewing hardship applications. Please keep these guidelines in mind when you are deciding if you should 
apply for a hardship reduction this year. 

A hardship reduction is intended only for people who are having a serious problem paying their prope1ty 
tax bill. In evaluating your own situation and your need for a reduction, remember that, as of this time, you 
may still be able to get a pmtion of your property taxes back from the State when you file your Michigan 
Income Tax return or the Homestead Property Tax Credit form. 

Due to the Board's concern that any reductions they grant are truly deserved, it is requested that you 
complete the enclosed application and return it to The City of Orchard Lake prior to the meeting of the 

Board of Review. You must attach a copy of your 2024 Michigan Income Tax Form (if you file one), a 
copy of your 2024 Homestead Prope1ty Tax Credit Form, and a copy of your 2024 Federal Income Tax 
Return (copies must be of the actual form sent into the State or Federal government). Tax forms need to be 
submitted for all persons residing in your household. If you or anyone in your household has income 
resulting from interest payments or dividends, you must also submit year-end financial statements showing 
the source of the interest income. Please also include a copy of your driver license or photo identification, 
and the driver license or photo identification of anyone else living with you. 

We are also asking you to read and sign the enclosed Waiver of Confidentiality fo1m. It is always our 
intent to keep the information you submit to the Board confidential. However, to protect the Board and the 
city from any liability, we are requiring that this form be signed by all individuals submitting financial 
information prior to the Board reviewing the information submitted. 

You or your representative may need to meet the Board members and present your case in person. You can 
do this either at the March, July, or December Board of Review, although July and December are 
preferred.

If you have any questions regarding your assessment, the procedures for requesting a property tax 
reduction, or if you need any help completing the form, please call. We are more than happy to assist you 
in any way we can. 

Sincerely,

Amanda Marshall 
Oakland County Equalization Assessor 
248-858-8767
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CITY OF ORCHARD LAKE GUIDELINES BASED ON THE FEDERAL 
POVERTY GUIDELINES 

2025 FEDERAL POVERTY GUIDELINES 

US Department of Health & Human Services 

STC Bulletin 17 of 2024 

NOTE: TOTAL ASSETS CANNOT EXCEED $100,000 FOR AN APPLICANT TO BE CONSIDERED FOR 
ASSESSMENT REDUCTION DUE TO FINANCIAL HARDSHIP 

Size of Family Unit 
Income Limit 2.5x 
Federal Poverty 

Guidelines 

Asset Limit 3x 
Federal Poverty 

Guidelines 
1 $37,650 $45,180 
2 $51,100 $61,320 
3 $64,550 $77,460 
4 $78,000 $93,600 
5 $91,450 $100,000 
6 $104,900 $100,000 
7 $118,375 $100,000 
8 $131,800 $100,000 

For each additional 
person $13,450 

2

$16,140
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Michigan Department of Treasury 
5737 (01-21 ), Page 1 of 4 

Application for MCL 211.7u Poverty Exemption 
This form is issued under the authority of the General Property Tax Act, Public Act 206 of 1893, MCL211.7u. 

MCL 211. 7u of the General Property Tax Act, Public Act 206 of 1893, provides a property tax exemption for the principal 
residence of persons who, by reason of poverty, are unable to contribute toward the public charges. This application is to be 
used to apply for the exemption and must be filed with the Board of Review where the property is located. This application 
may be submitted to the city or township the property is located in each year on or after January 1. 

To be considered complete, this application must: 1) be completed in its entirety, 2) include information regarding all 
members residing within the household, and 3) include all required documentation as listed within the application. Please 
write legibly and attach additional pages as necessary. 

PART 1: PERSONAL INFORMATION Petitioner must list all required personal information. 
Petitioner's Name I Daytime Phone Number 

Age of Petitioner 

I
Marital Status Age of Spouse I Number of Legal Dependents 

Property Address of Principal Residence City 

I
State ZIP Code 

Check if applied for Homestead Property Tax Credit 
Amount of Homestead Property Tax Credit 

PART 2: REAL ESTATE INFORMATION 

List the real estate information related to your principal residence. Be prepared to provide a deed, land contract or other 
evidence of ownership of the property at the Board of Review meeting. 

Property Parcel Code Number Name of Mortgage Company 

Unpaid Balance Owed on Principal Residence 

I
Monthly Payment 

I
Length of Time at this Residence 

Property Description 

PART 3: ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION 

List information related to any other property owned by you or any member residing in the household. 

Check if you own, or are buying, other property. If checked, complete the I 
Amount of Income Earned from other Property 

information below. 
Property Address City 

I
State ZIP Code 

1 Name of Owner(s) Assessed Value 

I
Date of Last Taxes Paid Amount of Taxes Paid 

Property Address City 

I
State ZIP Code 

2 Name of Owner(s) Assessed Value I Date of Last Taxes Paid Amount of Taxes Paid 
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5737, Page 2 of 4 

PART 4: EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION List your current employment information. 
Name of Employer 

Address of Employer City I State I ZIP Code 

Contact Person Employer Telephone Number 

PART 5: INCOME SOURCES 

List all income sources, including but not limited to: salaries, Social Security, rents, pensions, IRAs (individual retirement 
accounts), unemployment compensation, disability, government pensions, worker's compensation, dividends, claims and 
judgments from lawsuits, alimony, child support, friend or family contribution, reverse mortgage, or any other source of 
income, for all persons residing at the property. 

Source of Income 
Monthly or Annual Income 

(indicate which) 

PART 6: CHECKING, SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT INFORMATION 

List any and all savings owned by all household members, including but not limited to: checking accounts, savings 
accounts, postal savings, credit union shares, certificates of deposit, cash, stocks, bonds, or similar investments, for all 
persons residing at the property. 

Name of Financial Institution Amount Current Value of 
or Investments on Deposit Interest Rate Name on Account Investment 

PART 7: LIFE INSURANCE - List all policies held by all household members. 

Amount of Monthly Policy Paid in Relationship to 
Name of Insured Policv Pavments Full Name of Beneficiarv Insured 

PART 8: MOTOR VEHICLE INFORMATION 

All motor vehicles (including motorcycles, motor homes, camper trailers, etc.) held or owned by any person residing 
within the household must be listed. 

Make Year Monthlv Pavment Balance Owed 
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5737, Page 3 of 4 

PART 9: HOUSEHOLD OCCUPANTS List all persons living in the household. 

Relationship $ Contribution to 
First and Last Name Aae to Aoolicant Place of Emplovment Familv Income 

PART 10: PERSONAL DEBT - List all personal debt for all household members. 

Date 
Creditor Purpose of Debt of Debt Oriainal Balance Monthlv Pavment Balance Owed 

PART 11: MONTHLY EXPENSE INFORMATION 

The amount of monthly expenses related to the principal residence for each category must be listed. Indicate N/A as 
necessary. 

Heating Electric Water Phone 

Cable Food Clothing Health Insurance 

Garbage Daycare Car Expense (gas, repair, etc.) 

Other (type and amount) Other (type and amount) Other (type and amount) 

Other (type and amount) Other (type and amount) Other (type and amount) 
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Michigan Department of Treasury 
5739 (01-21) 

This form is issued under the authority of Public Act 253 of 2020. 

Mailing Address State 

Mailing Address State 

— 

Village 

Homestead Property Address State 

Date 

Denied

accurate. 
Assessor Signature 
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Michigan Department of Treasury 
4988 (05-12) 

Poverty Exemption Affidavit 
This form is issued under authority of Public Act 206 of 1893; MCL 211.?u. 

INSTRUCTIONS: When completed, this document must accompany a taxpayer's Application for Poverty Exemption filed 
with the supervisor or the board of review of the local unit where the property is located. MCL 211.7u provides for a whole 
or partial property tax exemption on the principal residence of an owner of the property by reason of poverty and the 
inability to contribute toward the public charges. MCL 211. 7u(2)(b) requires proof of eligibility for the exemption be provided 
to the board of review by supplying copies of federal and state income tax returns for all persons residing in the principal 
residence, including property tax credit returns, or by filing an affidavit for all persons residing in the residence who were not 
required to file federal or state income tax returns for the current or preceding tax year. 

I, __________________ , swear and affirm by my signature below that I 

reside in the principal residence that is the subject of this Application for Poverty Exemption and that 

for the current tax year and the preceding tax year, I was not required to file a federal or state income 

tax return. 

Address of Principal Residence: 

Signature of Person Making Affidavit Date 
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