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ProtectinG AmericA’s HeritAGe cAn be eAsy And fun.
below Are 10 simPle wAys to Preserve Historic PlAces:

1. explore your family’s history. show your kids the places where you went to school or where you    

got married; take your parents to a place that’s important in your life.

2. walk or bike. Getting out of your car allows you to appreciate the buildings and parks that           

make up the place you live, and you’ll also have a much better chance of catching up with your

friends and neighbors. 3. shop on main street. traditional commercial districts not only have appealing buildings-look                      

up and admire the detail of the upper floors-but they also feature locally-owned stores that 

are vital parts of your community. 
4. tour your hometown. visit a historic site in your area or stop by the local historical society 

or museum. check the events calendar in the newspaper or on the web, then go to one of the    

street fairs or ethnic festivals or neighborhood tours you’ve always meant to enjoy. 

5. read all about it. every community has a book about its local history, and many have more than

 one. they’re available at the local library (often a historic place itself) or at the

historical society. 6. entertain yourself surrounded by history. Attend a live performance or movie at a historic

theater, or eat at a restaurant in an historic building. if you like the atmosphere, tell the

owner or host. 7. Join an organization or even better, more than one that is dedicated to preservation. become a    

member of the national trust online, or find out about groups in your area. 

8. sleep in a historic place. there are historic inns and b&b’s across the country; many of the best

are members of the trust’s Historic Hotels of America. 

9. Ask your neighbors about your neighborhood. talk to people who’ve lived on your street longer

than you have. find out what they remember about living there, and about the people who have

moved on. 10. visit some sacred history. churches are often among a community’s oldest and most beautiful

buildings, and cemeteries reveal the fascinating lives of those who came before.
from the national trust for Historic Preservation web-site. 
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“DO NOT LET SPACIOUS PLANS FOR A NEW WORLD DIVERT YOUR ENERGIES FROM SAVING WHAT IS LEFT OF THE OLD”
W. Churchill

oakland fun fact

the first official census of the county wastaken in 1820 and counted 330 persons.
*in 1830 the population grew to 4,911,*1840 the population was 23,646.*1870 the population was 40,867, the fifthlargest population in the state.

the 2000 u.s. census reports 1,194,256 personsliving in oakland county, which is the 2nd highest population for counties in the state,and 26th in the united states.
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during the Arts & crafts movement, Pewabic
tiles were often used in wealthier homes in the county.

*

since its formal organization on January 12, 1819, oakland county has led by example in the pioneering and entre-
preneurial spirit.  this map identifies those places which are recognized as making a significant contribution to 
the history and development of this area, state and nation.  communities honored with the designation of national 
Historic district are represented by the smaller inset maps.  the shaded areas on these maps may represent both 

the national Historic district boundary, in addition to any local historic district boundary.
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“Historic preservation is more than an attempt to maintain old buildings for posterity’s 
sake; it serves as a planning and economic development tool that enables communities to 
manage how they will grow and change. once historic sites are identified and registered, 
protection programs and tax incentives can be used to preserve them.  A commitment to 
the preservation of the character of our communities makes good economic sense because 
it enhances property values, creates jobs, revitalizes downtowns, and promotes tourism.” 
-- michigan state Historic Preservation office
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disclaimer:
this is the second map of the 
oakland county Historical 
and cultural map series. it 
remains a work-in-progress, 
as new sites and districts are 
added.  numerous information 
sources were used to create this 
product.  if you know of any 
historic site not represented 
on this map or would like 
information on having a site 
designated as historic contact 
oakland county Planning and 
economic development services 
at (248) 858-0720.
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Historic sites and Historic districts
oakland county Heritage map series

these sites and districts represent only a small portion of oakland county’s history waiting to be discovered.  we 
invite you to visit these special places, to explore and share with others our rich cultural heritage.
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savingplaces.org/


