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On the Circuit

by Kevin M. Oeffner
Circuit Court Administrator

The Latest Caseload 
Numbers Are In

Once every couple of years I like to provide readers 
with updated caseload information. The num-
bers of cases filed and disposed in 2010 are in but 

they haven’t yet been verified or posted to the Supreme 
Court’s Web site as of the date this article was written. 
Given that these unverified numbers are likely to be reli-
able, they are presented now for your information rather 
than delayed a couple of months until the verification 
process is complete. 
 Included with the 2010 caseload information are new 
filings and dispositions in 2008 and 2009. Three consecutive 
years’ worth of caseload information provides a measure of 
meaning and relevance as trends can be observed. 
 On page 30 there is a table showing the number of new 
cases and petitions filed and disposed for the years 2008-
2010. The information is presented for the Family and 
Civil/Criminal Divisions.
 Some of the case types listed are obvious; others 
less so. “Other Civil” are contract cases that include busi-
ness claims, condemnation, environment, forfeiture and la-
bor relations. “General Civil” includes attachment proceed-
ings; proceedings to restore, establish or correct records; 
claim and delivery matters; and garnishments.
 “Interstate” cases generally involve child support issues 
(i.e., enforcement or modification of a court order) where 
one party is not in Michigan or an order was issued in an-
other state.
 “Miscellaneous Family” includes name changes, 
emancipation, Safe Delivery of Newborn, parental waiv-
ers, infectious diseases and violations of personal protec-
tion orders.
 The Family Division handles thousands of post-judgment 
matters annually, none of which are shown in the table.
 The Circuit Court conducted 499 trials in 2010 – 296 jury 
and 203 non-jury. Trial numbers for 2008 and 2009 were 578 
and 559, respectively. 
 The average length of time to complete a jury trial in 
2010 was 2.7 days. For bench trials the average length of 
time was 1.0 days. For comparative purposes, the average 
length of time for jury and non-jury trials in 2009 was 2.8 

days and 1.2 days, respectively. Time needed to seat juries 
is not included in these numbers.
 For more information about caseload in this Circuit 
Court or any of Michigan’s trial courts, please contact my 
office or visit the Supreme Court’s Web site at http://
courts.michigan.gov/scao/resources/publications/re-
ports/summaries.htm#cir.
 Until next time…
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