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This administrative order is issued in accordance with Michigan Court Rule 8.112(8} 
which allows a trial court to issue administrative orders governing internal court management. 
This administrative order establishes a Business Court as required by 2012 PA 333 and 
recommended by the State Bar of Michigan Judicial Crossroads Task Force. It sets forth the 
goals of the Business Court, creates the procedural mechanisms by which cases will be assigned 
to the Business Court, and prescribes the provisions by which the Business Court will be 
managed. This Order rescinds Administrative Order 2017-09. 

The 6th Circuit Court will implement a Business Court commencing on July 1, 2013 (the 
"Commencement Date"). The Business Court is established to create a specialized docket for 
the handling of business-related litigation in lieu of traditional case file management. The Court 
will monitor the effectiveness of the Project, and report on its progress from time to time as 
requested by the State Court Administrative Office or the Chief Judge of the 6th Circuit Court. 

This administrative order is issued in accordance with Local Administrative Order 
2015-03 Case Flow Management Plan. 

Other than as expressly provided in this Local Administrative Order (the "LAO"), the 
procedural and substantive law otherwise applicable to cases assigned to the Business Court 
shall remain unaffected. 

I. Case Eligibility Criteria for the Business Court

The Business Court has jurisdiction over business or commercial disputes1 in which 
equitable or declaratory relief is sought or in which the matter otherwise meets circuit court 
jurisdictional requirements.2 The business or commercial dispute may be found in the 
complaint, counter-claim, cross-claim, or third-party complaint.3 Cases shall be assigned to the 
Business Court if all or part of the action includes a business or commercial dispute.4 Examples 
of disputes to be included in or excluded from the Business Court are found at MCL 600.8031(2) 
and (3). 

II. Assignment of Cases to the Business Court

A. Cases will be assigned to the Business Court in accord with the requirements of
MCR 2.112(0) and MCL 600.8031 et seq.

1 
A "business or commercial dispute" is defined at MCL 600.803l(l)(c}. 

2 
MCL 600.8035(1). 

3 
MCL 600.8035(6). 

4 
MCL 600.8035(3}. 

1 







Parties who are unable to appear for court proceedings in person may be permitted to 

participate from remote locations through video or audio conferencing. Arrangements must be 

made in advance with the judge of the Business Court to whom the case is assigned. 

VII. Business Court Opinions; User Evaluation; Reporting

A. Opinions. Each Business Court Judge may issue written opinions on material rulings

which may be of interest to the bench, bar and public. All written opinions shall be

transmitted to the SCAO within 7 days after the court enters the opinion.

B. Reporting. The Business Court shall maintain data as required by the SCAO, and shall

provide data to the SCAO upon request.

Local Administrative Order 2017-09, entitled Business Court, is rescinded. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

AUG O 3 2018 

Date 

Chief Judge 

Notes: 

The purpose of the amendments included in LAO 2017-09 was to change the method by which cases, originally filed as 

business court cases but later deemed not to be eligible for the business court, are reassigned to a judge in the non-business 

court civil/criminal division.  The Alternate Judge Table had been used in the past, but now cases will be assigned by randomly 

pulling a name from the pool of non-business court civil/criminal division judges.  This amendment was approved by the 

bench on July 11, 2017.

The purpose of the amendments included in LAO 2018-06 was to comply with revised statutory requirements as to Business 

Court jurisdiction. These amendments were approved by the bench on March 13, 2018.  Updates were made to Section VI 

(Technology) to reflect that pursuant to the Sixth Circuit’s conversion to MiFILE on December 18, 2017, all business court 

cases will be e-Filed through the statewide e-Filing system, MiFILE.
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