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FRIEND OF THE COURT ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

IT IS ORDERED: 

Administrative Order 2006-07 is rescinded. Pursuant to MCR 3 .224, the following is adopted at 
the 6th Judicial Circuit Comi as the Friend of the Court Alternative Dispute Resolution Plan. 

(A) Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) - General Provisions

The 6th Judicial Circuit Court has determined that Friend of the Court (FOC) ADR can assist 
parties and the court in resolving custody, parenting time, and support disputes. 

1) The 6th Judicial Circuit Court will use the following ADR practices:

IZI FOC domestic relations mediation as established in MCL 552.513, MCR 

3 .224 regarding referring cases for mediation to FOC or to the Oakland 
Mediation Center, 

IZI joint meetings established in MCL 552.642a and MCR 3.224, 

IZI The 6th Judicial Circuit Court has established the following additional FOC 

ADR processes: 
• Order of reference for custody, parenting time, or change of domicile

investigation and recommendation conference.

2) All FOC cases must be screened for domestic violence using SCAO's screening
protocol before the ADR process begins. If domestic violence is identified or
suspected, the ADR process may not continue unless the protected party submits a
written consent and the FOC takes additional precautions to ensure the safety of
the protected party and court staff. Throughout the ADR process, the mediator or
facilitator must make reasonable efforts to screen for the presence of coercion or
violence that would make ADR physically or emotionally unsafe for any
participant or that would impede achieving a voluntary and safe resolution of
issues.

3) In accordance with MCL 552.505a, the FOC may provide ADR services for all
open FOC cases that qualify for FOC ADR services.

4) A party may object to FOC ADR under MCR 3.224(E). An objection must be
based on one or more of the factors listed in MCR 3.224(D)(2):














