
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
Hardship Exemption applicants shall submit copies of the documents listed below to be 

considered for eligibility. For each member of the household, please attach copies of 

the applicable documents to your application. 

o WARRANTY DEED OR LAND CONTRACT OR QUIT CLAIM DEED, PROVING 
OWNERSHIP OF THE PROPERTY 
 

o VALID PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE EXEMPTION CURRNTLY IN EFFECT 
 

o COMPLETED FORM 5737 APPLICATION FOR MCL 211.7U POVERTY 
EXEMPTION AND FORM 5739 AFFIRMATION OF OWNERSHIP AND 
OCCUPANCY TO REMAIN EXEMPT BY REASON OF POVERTY 

 
o SEPARATELY SIGNED FORM 5739 FOR EACH OWNER 

 
o CURRENT YEAR COPIES OF THE FOLLOWING: 

 
o VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE OR MICHIGAN STATE IDENTIFICATION 

CARD 
 

o FEDERAL INCOME TAX RETURN-1040, 1040A, OR 1040E 
 

o MICHIGAN INCOME TAX RETURN-MI 1040, MI1040A, OR MI 1040EZ 
 

o SENIOR CITIZENS HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX FORM MI-1040CR-1 
OR GENERAL HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX CLAIM MI-1040CR-4 

 
 (SENIORS WHO ARE NO LONGER REQIURED TO FILE 

FEDERAL OR STATE INCOME TAXES MUST COMPLETE AND 
HAVE NOTARIZED FORM 4988 – POVERTY EXEMPTION 
AFFIDAVIT)  

 
o BENEFIT STATEMENT FROM ADC, PENSION, RETIREMENT, SOCIAL 

SECURITY ADMINISTRATION AND/OR MICHIGAN SOCIAL SERVICES AS TO 
MONEY PAID TO YOU DURING THE PREVIOUS YEAR 
 

o COMPLETED AND NOTARIZED FORM 4988 POVERTY EXEMPTION 
AFFIDAVIT 

 
o SEPARATELY SIGNED AND NOTARIZED FORM 4988 FOR EACH 

MEMBER OF THE HOUSEHOLD 



POVERTY GUIDELINES 
For Use in 2025 Assessments 

US Department of Health & Human Services 

Family Size
Federal Poverty Level 

Income Limit 125% Limit 150% Limit 175% Limit 200% Limit
1 $15,060 $18,825 $22,590 $26,355 $30,120
2 $20,440 $25,550 $30,660 $35,770 $40,880
3 $25,820 $32,275 $38,730 $45,185 $51,640
4 $31,200 $39,000 $46,800 $54,600 $62,400
5 $36,580 $45,725 $54,870 $64,015 $73,160
6 $41,960 $52,450 $62,940 $73,430 $83,920
7 $47,340 $59,175 $71,010 $82,845 $94,680
8 $52,720 $65,900 $79,080 $92,260 $105,440

For each additional person $5,380 $6,725 $8,070 $9,415 $10,760
Reduction Amount: 100% 75% 50% 25%

ASSETS – A hardship exemption shall not be granted to any applicant whose 
assets exceed $100,000. An applicant’s homestead and principal vehicle shall be 
excluded from consideration as an asset. 

Assets include all property, including from all other persons residing in the 
household. Property shall include, but is not limited to: cash, savings, stocks, 
mutual funds, certificates of deposit, insurance commodities, coin collections, 
boats, jewelry, art, motor vehicles, recreation vehicles, second homes, cottages, 
or any other saleable real property or other tangible items. 
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