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Message from Chief Circuit Judge

Elected Ogicials, Staﬁ, and the Citizens of Oakland County:

Progress was our hallmark in 2004. The implementa’cion of a
facilitator-led early intervention conference program tor civil cases, creation
of an alcohol treatment rogram aimed at OUIL 3rd ogenders, and
development of new mecﬁation services for parents involved in arenting
time disputes marked just a few of the innovations introduced Ey the
Circuit Court.

Our Civil Early Intervention Conference program was &evelope& to
encourage communication between itigants in civil clisputes. Guided 1)y a
neutral and experienced £acilitator, the parties talk about the clispute,
narrow and clefine the issues, and discuss possi])le alternative clispute
The Honorable Wendy Potts resolution Eroframs that might be appropriate for the case. In some

(It (st Jfeals instances the facilitators are able to achieve a settlement. After six months
of operation, the docket loss attributable to this program stands at 45%.
This program could not have been implemente(l, and would not be
successfj, without the invaluable assistance of the Oakland County Bar
Association and nearly 200 volunteer facilitators.

The Circuit Court launched a Structured Sentencing and
Accountabilit program aimed at OUIL 3rd offenders. Several judges have
agreecl, in exci’lange for reduced sentences, to allow eligible offenders to
participate in a program involvin frequen’c testing, treatment tailored to the
nature and seriousness of their ajdiction, judicia supervision, and alcohol-
sensing tether. The hope is that a treatment-oriented ap roach will enable
offenders to overcome their addiction before it becomes chronic and leads to
further criminal behavior.

Despite cuts in federal funcling for parenting time enforcement, the
Friend of the Court continued to place equal emphasis on enforcement of
parenting time orders and chi support orders. Priend of the Court
employees res onded to more than 23,000 parenting time complain’cs -a
3% increase ffom the year before. The Friend of the Court also
implemented a new mediation program, in collaboration with the Qakland
Mediation Center, to provide mediation services for parents with parenting
time disputes.

These are but three initiatives that led to a progressive and successful
2004. The information contained in this Annual Report will provide many
more examples of our accomplishments. I hope you enjo this Report an.
discover that the progress we experienced last year is attri utable to judges
and employees who serve the citizens of Oakland County with enthusiasm,
slziu, and a commitment to excellence.

Sincerely,
"‘We(r,ldy Potts
Chief Circuit Judge



Message from Chief Probate Ju(lge

Elected Officials, Staff and the Citizens of Oakland County:

It is with extreme pleasure that we present the 2004 Annual Report for
the Qakland County Probate and Circuit Courts. Our focus this year was on
prow’ding a hig}ler level of service to the more than 39,000 citizens who come
to the Probate Estates counter yearly. The Court undertook several initiatives
this year to help better serve citizens as well as to more efficiently conduct our

aily business.

The Probate Court launched a wills storage project that sought to improve
our current retention and storage o the more than 80,000 wills currently held.
The wills are stored in the county’s Records Retention Division, which is off-site
to our court operations. Upon request, it takes at least 24 hours for a will to be
retrieved. The end result will be the rejocation of more than 80,000 wills that
Willl)lbe immediately available upon request, providing greater convenience for the
public.

The Court also undertook a project to create case Speciﬁc divisions to
better serve customers at the Probate Estates counter. Beginning in 2004, a
Guardianship and Conservatorship Unit and Decedent Estates/Trusts Unit were
established. Erhe goal of these units is to provide consistency in training stag,
auowing staff to become more familiar with individual files, and providing staff
specialization in assisting persons at the counter. The results have alrea y been
recognized, including shorter waiting times at the counter, a hig}ler evel o
spe{c{ia ization in answering questions, and a shortened training periocl for new
statt.

In 2004, the Court focused on changes to its website to provide greater
access to court informa’cion, links to necessary sites for its users, and to make
the website more user friend y overall. All local forms can now be accesse
through the website. The Court also upclatecl its computer system, which allow
our staff to access information more quickly and will eventuauy allow us to be
linked with the state and to a la.rger data warchouse.

Finaﬂy, a pilot program was developed to provide much needed casework
service support for our minor guardiansﬁip iles. The ultimate goal is to provicle
services and support to guardians of minors ranging from basic information on
what is expecte for guardians to parenting an counseling for children and
families. We hope to expancl this pilot into a full-time program for our Court.

As Chief udge of the Probate Court, | continue to recognize that our
success is base upon the continuing efforts of our excellent staff in worleing to
provide these services. We appreciate the continued support from our County
Executive, L. Brooks Patterson, the Qakland County Board of Commissioners,
the Citizens Alliance group, the Qakland County Bar Association, and many
other county departments which we rely on for our ay-to-day operations.

[ thank you for your continued suﬁpor’c and interest in the Qakland
County Probate Court and services to the pul)lic.

Very truly yours,

L /i
\':,.’/' or

57
(Feid

o oo

Eug';é;le Arthur Moore
Chief Probate ]uclge

The Honorable Eugene Arthur Moore
Chief Probate Judge
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Circuit Court ]uolicial Administration

Elected Officials, Court Employees and the Citizens of Qakland County:

[tisa pleasure to present you with the Circuit and Probate Courts’
Annual Report for 2004. Contained within this Report are overviews of
cach division and the offices within them. You will learn about programs
and projects upon which we worleed, services we offere , challenges we
encountered, an accomplisllmen’cs that we achieved. You will meet the
ju(],ges and become acquainte(], with our administrative staff. Most
importantly, your review of this Report will culminate with the realization
that these Courts are blessed with gifted and 12nowledgealale emp]oyees who

were the ca.talyst for our accomplis ments.

There are two events that deserve our attention. One helpecl to shape Ly
our 1egacy, the other will unclou]otecuy define our 1egacy in the years to Kevin M. Ocffner
come. On January 1, 20085, the Honorable Richard Kuhn retired after so Circuit Court Administrator
al)]y serving the citizens of QOakland County for 32 years. During his
tenure, Judge Kuhn had the distinction of Keing selected ]oy his coﬂeagues to
serve three terms as Chief Judge. Gifted as a jurist, devoted as a public
servant, and second-to-none as a gentleman, Judge Kuhn set high standards
for his co eagues and court em 1oyees to emulate. He leaves the benc
highly respected and appreciatej) by his coﬂeagues and em loyees. We will
be keen y aware of Judge Kuhn's positive and encluring inﬁuence for many
years to come. The juclges and employees of the Courts wish Judge Kuhn
well as he embarks upon his retirement. He has certainly earned our
admiration.

Judge Kuhn's retirement pave(], the way for the addition of our newest
judge, the Honorable Cl’leryl A. Matthews. ]udge Matthews was elected last
November and began her service to the citizens of Qakland County on
January 1, 20085. Juclge Matthews was assigned to the Family Division
where she will oversee a docket consisting o% domestic relations, juvenile

elinquency, neglect, adoptions, parenting time and child su port matters,
along with various other fami y-relatecl cases, Prior to her efection, Juclge
Matthews served with distinction as Chief of the Child Sexual Assault Unit
where she prosecuted sexual assault, neglect and juvenile delinquency cases.

er qua ifications and experience are impressive and she will be a
tremendous addition to the bench.

These important events having been noted, I invite you to review the
Annual Report and the other information contained on our website. The
information will be helpful, informative, accurate and current, and will
enhance your unclerstanding of the Circuit and Probate Courts and the

unctions we perform. [ trust that the information will provide evidence of
our commitment to the citizens of Oakland County in the furtherance of
the administration of justice for all who come in contact with our Courts.

Very truly yours,
Kevin M. Qeffner
Circuit Court Administrator



Circuit Court - Civil/ Criminal Division

Elizal)etl'x A. Smit]l
Civil/Criminal Division Administrator

Civil/Criminal Division Overview
The ClmlLCnmJn_al_Dmlsm of the Circuit Court, formerly known as the

General Jurisdiction Division, manages civil cases over $25,000 and criminal
cases involving felonies and high misdemeanors. In adclition, Civil/ Criminal
judges are assigne& ap cals from courts of lesser jurisdiction and
administrative agencies. %here are 14 juclges within the Civil/Criminal
Division who are elected for six-year terms in non-partisan elections.

Supporting the juclges within this division are 60 judicial staff, including staff
attorneys, judicial secretaries, law cler RS, and court reporters, as well as the
fouowing epartments:

Administrative Support Staff — Under the direction of the Civil/Criminal
Division Administrator Elizabeth Smith, Richard Lynch serves as the Chief-
Court O erations/]udicial Assistant. In this capacity, he manages the
division’s Tegal support and criminal support staff and advises the Court on
1egal matters. Ricfx also oversees case management and jury operations for the

Court.

(Case Management Office — This office schedules and tracks cases through
clisposition and coordinates alternative clispu’ce resolution (ADR for tie
Circuit and Probate Courts. Diane Castle-Kratz serves as the Caseflow/ADR
Supervisor and is assisted L)y Andrea Bayer, Caseflow Coordinator, Lisa CZyZ,
ADR Coordinator, as well as nine additional full-time staff.

uﬂ[ Office — The Jury Office is responsible for coordina’cing jury operations

and obtaining jurors for the Circuit and Probate Courts. Beclzy Young serves
as the Supervisor and is assisted lay Deborah Fahr, Office Leader, and three
additional full-time staff.

Adult Treatment Court — This court offers alternative sentencing for non-
violent adult felony offenders who have a history of drug and/or alcohol abuse
or depenclence. Juclge Joan Young presides over the male participants of the
Adult Treatment Court and Ju&ge Colleen O’'Brien presicﬁ;s over the female
participants of the program. Elizabeth Smith serves as the program manager
and Eﬁen Zchnder is the court coordinator.

An average af]OO to 180 citizens are summoned to tlzegurz Oé%'ce per Jay to serve as possil)/e
Jurors. With the advanced teclma/ogy, jurors can quicé/y e checked in each morning an
monitored tlzroug the computer system.

0


GohlM
Underline

http://www.co.oakland.mi.us/circuit/division_committee/general-jurisdiction-overview.html
http://www.co.oakland.mi.us/circuit/jury_service/index.html
http://www.co.oakland.mi.us/circuit/division_committee/adult-treatment.html
http://www.co.oakland.mi.us/circuit/division_committee/case-mgt-office.html

Circuit Court - Civii/ Criminai Division

Jury Oﬁ[ice
The ury Office is responsii)ie for o]ataining jurors for the JURIES SELECTED

Circuit and Probate Courts in Qakland County. Jurors
are maiie(i a summons/questionnaire sciie uling them tor 600+
jury selection. In accof&ance with the one cia.y/one trial

jury system, jurors must be available for selection for one

ciay. It selected to serve as a ]luror, their jury service is 4001
finished when the trial is completed.

500+

300+

Except for persons exempte(i from jury service i)y statute, 200
the courts expect al persons, regardless ot status or
occupation, to serve when summoned. The only persons 100+
iegaiy exempt from jury service are those who do not
reside in Qakland Count , are not a citizen of the U.s,
have served as a juror witﬁin the past 12 months, are not
piiysicaﬂy able to serve, have been convicted of a eiony, or
are not conversant in the Engiish language. Persons over
the age of 70 are exempt upon request.

2001 2002 2003 2004

O Criminal W Civil OTotal

An orientation is conducted each morning for new jurors
explaining what to expect ’cin‘ougiiout their stay. Several of
the ju(iges participate in juror orientation ]:)y weicoming
the jurors and explaining courtroom procedures.

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT
Accomp/islzmen ts

Processed all jury functions and provi(iecl jurors to
courts for 129 civil triais, with an average trial
duration of 2.8 (iays.

Processed all jury functions and provided jurors to
courts for 300 criminal trials with an average trial
duration of 2.5 ciays. Of those triais, 81 were capi’cai

oiienses.

Summoned 74,314 citizens for jury cluty. That

number was reduced after excusals for 1egai 2001 2002 2003 2004
exemptions. After determining the number needed to
accommodate the (iai]y requirements of the courts, O Summoned ~ M Reported O Impaneled

21,311 jurors were required to report for jury service.

Assisted in the coordination of five higiiiy pui)iicizecl

cases tried in the Circuit Court.

Increased the eiiiciency of juror utilization i)y 8% due
to modifications made in the number of jurors calle
in for jury ciuty compareci to those irnpaneie .
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Circuit Court - Civil/ Criminal Division

Case Management Oﬁ[ice

The Case Management Office is comprisecl of the
Caseflow unit and Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)

unit. This office is responsil) e for schedu ing court dates,
monitoring cases, and anal zing trends of civil an
criminal court dockets. It ai,so reviews and distributes
weelely docket sheets and monthly pending caseload
reports for the Circuit Court judges.

The S:aseﬂgﬂ office tracks cases from the initial filing of
the lawsuit through final clisposition of the case. Wﬁ-‘in
that function cases are scheduled for pretrial hearings,
motion calls, Civil Early Intervention Conferences,
settlement conferences, trials, and sentencings.

Civil Early Invervention Conferences were introduced by
the Cased,ow office in late 2004 as a way to encourage
early communication among the parties. Specitic civi
cases that were at least 120 days ost—ﬁling were selected
for the program. Volunteer Jt}f:lciﬁ)i’ca’cors work with the
parties and cﬁscuss different types of ADR processes in an
effort to resolve the dispute early in the process.

NEW FILINGS

The ADR unit is responsible for case evaluations and
media’cions, both of which are methods used to settle
dispu’ces at different time periods prior to the case
proceecling to trial.

Case evaluation is used as a method of se’ctling dispu’ces
shor’t]y before trial. During case evaluation, a panel o
three attorneys is selected to review case summaries,
discuss the merits of the case with the attorneys, and place
a dollar value on the case. The parties have 28 days to
accept the case evaluation a.war}c?[. If the award is not
accep’ced Ly all parties, the case proceecls to trial.

Another form of settling cases is t}lroug]n the mediation
process. Upon a case Leing selected for mediation, the
parties and their attorneys meet with indepenclent
mediators to discuss their conflicts. With the assistance o
the mediator and the attorneys, the parties work to
fashion a possi]ale settlement to the ispute.

100%
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Circuit Court - Civi]/ Criminal Division

Civil Early Intervention Conference

In October 2004, the Civil Early Intervention Conference (Civil EIC) pilot program was introduced in which
volunteer attorneys served as facilitators for the court. This program, coordinated in cooperation with the Oakland
County Bar Association, was designed to define and narrow issues in a case and to facilitate face-to-face meetings
with litigants in an effort to explore settlement opportunities. Real estate, contracts, and other civil cases that were
approximately 100 days old were included in the pilot program.

The seven judges participating in the program selected one week during the fourth quarter of 2004 to schedule
their cases for Civil EICs. The facilitators worked with the respective attorneys and clients to engage in meaningful
settlement discussions.

Of the 253 cases that were scheduled for an Early
Intervention Conference during this pilot period,
45.5% of the cases were either settled prior to the
EIC, by the facilitator, or within 60 days after the
IBIIC.

This program benefits the court and the litigants on a
number of fronts. It fosters communication between
the parties early in a dispute and also gives facilitators
an opportunity to introduce alternative dispute
resolution programs. Further, the program encourages
early settlement, which in turn reduces litigation
costs. If a Civil EIC does not generate a settlement, at
the very least it enables the parties to more clearly
define and narrow the issues II-l the dlspute, V‘{thh Civil Ear/y Intervention Conferences were introduced as a pi/ot program in
longlyy lead to a settlement later in the case. Ultlmately’ 2004 as a means of narrowing the issues in cases and exploring possible

tl:le' successful EIC program will reduce the Pendiﬂg settlement options. Attorneys, along with their clients, met with a facilitator
civil docket. and reviewed c]{/ferent types o][ ADR processes to lze/p resolve the c]ispute.

Accomp/isltments
Processed 13,118 scheduling orders on civil cases.
Settled 56% of the 559 cases that were submitted to the civil mediation program.
Distributed $163,875 to the Law Library from late fees assessed to case evaluation.
Scheduled approximately 42,400 praecipes to be heard on Wednesday motion calls.

Implemented a Civil Early Intervention Conference (EIC) pilot program, which Legan in October.



Circuit Court - Family Division

Lisa Langton
Family Division Administrator
Probate/Juvenile Register

Fami/y Division Overview

The Circuit Court Famil;g Division, under the direction of Lisa Langton,
includes the Judicial Support unit, Court Services unit, Friend of the Court
operation, and the administration of the Probate Court.

Friend of the Court — Administered })y the Friend of the Court, Suzanne
Hoﬂyer, this operation provides case management and enforcement services
on domestic refations matters. Referees, family counselors, investigators, and
mediators work in teams to assist the 1itigants in the management an
enforcement of complex family law matters.

Court Services — The Court Services unit, which is headed })y Pamela Davis,
Deputy Court Administrator, provides casework and intensive casework
services, clinical services throug the Psychological Clinic, and community
diversion efforts through the Youth Assistance unit.

Judicial Support — This unit is headed by William Bartlam, Deputy Court
Administrator and Judicial Assistant, and consists of Juvenile Referees,
Juvenile Intake, an Juvenile Adoption areas. In Mr. Bartlam's role as
Judicia] Assistant, he is also the lea 1ega1 advisor for the Probate and Family

Division areas.

Family-Focused Juvenile Drug Court — Also known as OPTIONS (Owning
the Problem - Trusting In Our New Slzius), this court integrates &rug
treatment services with the justice system case processing ]3y includin
treatment providers on the clrug court team. Prosecution and defense counsj
work together using a non-adversarial approach. The drug court was awarded
approximately $469,000 in renewed grant funding, which was used to serve
a total of 169 youth and family memiers.

'EDWARD S0
1.{ Syo. L CIRCUIT JL

]uc]ge Sosnick congratu/afes a juveni/e Jrug court graa]uate and presents her with
a motivational /aque, certificate of achievement, and a gift certi][icate upon
completion of the Family-Focused Juvenile Drug Court program.
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Circuit Court - Family Division

Friend 0][ the Court
The M_ﬁhej&m is responsilole for assisting in

domestic relations cases 1Jy investigating and en orcing
issues involving custo&y, support, and parenting time.

The Friend of the Court comple’ced its first full year in the
statewide child support computer system. The conversion
resulted in a transfer of authority or receipting and
disbursing support payments from the Friend of the Court
to the Mic]nigan State Disbursement Unit.

As a result of worlzing within a statewide child support
program Qakland County Friend of the Court has a close
par’cnersLip with state-level participants in the child
support program. is par’cnership has allowed the
concerns of Qakland County citizens to be addressed in
the development of new programs an enhancements to
the computer system.

Friend of the Court referees hold hearings to enforce
Family Division orders regarclin child support, custody,
and parenting time. Friend of the Court staff members
review requests tor enforcement from parties and attorneys
and initiate legal action to enforce court orders as
appropriate. The FPriend of the Court referees conduct

earings on orders to show cause for violations of child
support, custody, and parenting time orders. They assist

Accomplislz ments

Family Division judges by making recommendations for
resolution of sensitive family law isputes.

On Order of Reference from the Family Division, referees,
domestic support specialists, and fami y counselors
investigate comglex legal, financial, and emotional issues
arising in custody, parenting time, support, and interstate
proceedings in pending and post-judgment actions. T]’ley
refer hundreds of unemployecfclients to the ]ol) Placement
program.

Newly clivorcing parents receive services unique to the
county. The award—winning SMILE program provides
information to parents on creating a con ict-free space tor
their children uring and atter a divorce. Additiona Y,
Early Intervention Conferences offer divorcing clients an
opportunity to meet with the referee assigned to their case
early in the divorce process.

The Friend of the Court continues to work closely with the
Citizen Aclvisory Committee, which was created by the
Board of Commissioners. The committee meets mont}lly
with the director of the Friend of the Court to review
concerns and suggestions submitted ]3y members of the
public.

Resolved 461 medical su port issues, including 77 through the referce hearing process. Enforcement of the medical
provisions in domestic relations orders has become a hig ly-automated process.

Reviewed 941 support obliga’cions for modification of the support obligation and enforced 210 support olr)ligations

through the use of the license suspension remecly.

Resolved 18,607 requests for the enforcement of support, custody, and parenting time, of which 17,235 were

resolved with referee earings.

Held 5 , 145 evidentiary hearings before Friend of the Court referees.

Held 2,532 Early Intervention Conferences with parties who filed for divorce in 2004.

Interviewed 1 ,226 non-custodial parents for ]ob Placement/Work First referrals.

Addressed 23,151 custocly and parentin% time concerns Ly Friend of the Court Family Counselors who proviclecl

information and services to parents invo

ved in a domestic relations case through mediation, negotiation of make-

up parenting time agreements, schecluling contempt—of—cour’c hearings, and preparation of consent orders to moclify

parenting time.

11
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Circuit Court - Famiiy Division

Court Services
The Court Services operation is comprise(i of the

Casework  Services  Unit (Juveniie Proi)ation),
Psyciioiogicai Clinic, Youth Assistance, and the Famiiy—
Focused Juveniie Drug Court Program. Over 100
employees are responsii) e for proviciing direct services to
clients, pertorming case management, conducting
researcii and program cieveiopment, provicling education,
deve oping community resources through volunteer
coordination, and promoting pui) ic awareness.

Casework Services - The Casework Services Unit is
responsii)ie or all delinquency cases authorized tor the
court by the Intake Department and assists cases ’ciirougii
the aciiu(iication process when mnecessary. Upon
aciju(iication, the Casework Unit is responsible for
preparation ot the social iiistory report (inciuciing an

corroborative information) ) which takes into account bot

the speciai needs of the child/ famiiy and the protection of
the community. From this report, recommendations
regar(iing ciisposition are generateci and forwarded to the
Court. During post—(iisposi’cion, the Casework Unit assists
in implementing court orders, inciuciing the monitoring
of probation, restitution, community service, restorative
justice, parent e(iucation, and counseling.

Family-Focused Juvenile Drug Court Program - The
]uveniie Drug Court program, also known as Options, is
a joint effort between the justice an ublic health
treatment systems in an effort to address the proi)iem o
substance aiiuse for eiigiioie youtii within the community.
The mission of the Famiiy—Focuseci Juveniie Drug Court
program is to promote pui)iic saie’ty i)y re(iucing juveniie
criminal recidivism, assisting substance abusin juveniie
offenders and their families achieve (irug-iree giiies’cyies,
and supporting families as tiiey formulate healt y
relations ips. The focus of ]uveniie Drug Court is to
intervene in substance use and eliminate criminal

PSYCHOLOGICAL CLINIC
2500 -
2,000
1,500
1,000

500

2002

2003 2004

O Referrals Received M Evaluations Completed

behavior tiirougii intensive court supervision and the
utilization of various treatment tools. The program is
comprise of three piiases, cach in duration of at least
twelve weeizs, followed i)y aftercare of six to twelve weeks.
Movement to igiier phases is ciepen(ient upon
periorrnance and points carned in the previous phase.
Various incentives and sanctions (penalties) are utilized to
ensure compliance with program guidelines.

Psychological Clinic - The Clinical Services Unit, or
Psyciioiogicai Clinic, is responsibie for aiciing Jurists in
making intorme ecisions by providing torensic
evaluations of many children and families who are
involved with the Court. In a(i(iition, the clinic offers
speciaiize(i, treatment services to ciients, and clinicians are
available for case consultation with hearin oiiicers,
caseworieers, attorneys, the Department o% Human
Services (iormeriy F‘amiiy Independence Agency), school
personnel, and others. The c}iinic also conducts an
coordinates training and researci'i, inciu(iing but not
limited to program evaluations and staff cieveioprnen’c
programs.

Youth Assistance - As the primary prevention segment of
the Court's continuum of services, the mission of Youth
Assistance is to strengthen you’cii and families and to
prevent and reduce ﬁeiinquenoy, abuse, and neglect
through community involvement. Using a (iecentraize(i
approacii, staff work with a board of volunteers to i(i,entiiy
and address each community's needs. Community-i)ase
programs include arenting and famiiy education, skill
and self-esteem bui (iing, mentoring, recreation programs,
and you’cii recognition. Statt also rovide fami y-tocused,
need-based casework services. EaCE of the 26 local Youth
Assistance programs is co-sponsore y the school
districts and municipaiities tiierein, and the Court.

YOUTH ASSISTANCE

4,500 +
4,000 +
3,500 +
3,000 +
2,500 +
2,000 +
1,500 +
1,000 +

500 +

2002

2003 2004

O New Referrals B Consultations
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Circuit Court - Farniiy Division

The Psychological Clinic

The Psychological Clinic, under the supervision of Bernard Gaulier, Ph.D., plays an important role in the
operations of the Family Division. The clinic provides psychological assessments and evaluations to assist Family
Division judges in making dispositions concerning children and their families.

In 2004, over 1,900 cases were evaluated by court psychologists and contractual psychologists. The psychologists
evaluate individual family members and provide a written snapshot of the psychological functioning of the
individual and family as a unit.
Psychologists are frequently called on to
appear in court as expert witnesses to
testify, especially when dealing with issues
concerning parental rights.

In addition to psychological assessments
in delinquency, abuse, neglect, and
domestic relation cases (child custody
and parenting time disputes), the clinic
provides treatment and education
services. Programs offered by the
Psychological Clinic include STAR, run
by James Windell, providing group
treatment for adolescents on probation;
ADEPT, co-founded by Mary Seyuin and
James Windell, for high conflict, post-
divorce couples; and CHOICE’ run by The Psyclza/ogica/ Clinic consists 0_7[ (][ront row, /eff to riglzt): Lori Ha/e, Kristin Mee]elzof;
Mary Seyuin, providing parents of teens ]u/ie Kuwon, Sy/vie Bourget, Dr. Bernard Gaulier (Clzieﬂ, Deborah Moceri, Victoria Rupert,
on probation Strategies to help modify ana’ Mary Seyuin. Bacg row, /e][t to rigllt.' Pau/ %n Heu/en, ]ames W’ndell, Roalney ){Z(JLET,

adolescent behavior Wayne Maclntosh, Scott Allen, and Kati Conti. Not present: Joanna Papiez and Sfepllanie
’ Pyrros.

Accomp/islz ments

Casework Unit successiuiiy collaborated with Crossroads for Youth to create additional treatment bed si)ace for
female clients. In addition, the unit (ieveioi)e(i and impiemente(i a pian to monitor, track, and potentiai y reduce
caseworker recommendations and court orders for commitments to FIA, which Wlii create major savings per year.

Famiiy-Focuse(i ]uveniie Drug Court has successiuiiy gra(iuate(i 31participants to date. The Drug Court also
par’cnereci with Haster Seals of Oakland County to provicie in-home services to families in need of mental health
services.

Ps ci'ioiogicai Clinic cleveiopeci, with the assistance of the Training Councii, training for Court staff in the
iofiowing areas: “Cultural Sensitivity Training” (presente(i by the Arab-American and Chaldean Councii); “Eariy
Detection of Mental Health Disorders” (ior caseworkers and Youth Assistance s’taii) ; "An Extraordinary Or(iinary
Day" (a stress management seminar); and “Pepper Spray Training” (for new field staif).

(ifsyclioioiogicai Clinic, with the assistance of the IT staff, compieted modifications to the clinic's iree—stan(iing
atabase.

Youth Assistance reached an all-time higii of 3,887 referrals from oiice, sci'ioois, and parents for Youth
Assistance casework services. Through a grant awarded to the You’cE Assistance Coordinating Councii, a program
to promote resiiiency skills was proviciexi or adolescent giris from both Youth Assistance and Probation
Departrnent caseloads.
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Circuit Court - Famiiy Division

]uc]icia/ Support Services
The {u(iiciai Support staff assists the judges of the

Family Division in the ioiiowing areas:

Adoptions and confidential intermediary services;

Child abuse and negiect cases;

]uveniie (ieiinquenc and juveniie traffic cases;
Juveniie Court intaiere;

Personal Protection Orders;

Safe cieiivery of newborns;

Waiver of parentai consent to abortion.

In these areas, support staff schedule cases, prepare iiies,
create clocuments, maintain both pui) ic and confidential
recorcis, serve summons and other process, and distribute
court orders and other materials.

Juveniie referees assist the juciges i)y conducting many of
the hearings and recommending decisions to the juciges in
these actions. Personal Protection Order attorney-
interviewers have face-to-face meetings with petitioners
and then make confidential recommendations to judges.

]uveniie court referees represent the court 24 hours per
ciay, 365 ciays per year. Ti'iey authorize the detention of
juveniles and removal of children due to risk of harm.
Referees review all compiaints and petitions referred to the
Court. They evaluate each matter and make decisions
involving iversions or authorizations of petitions.
Referees act as the trier of fact in cases involvin
cieiinquency and those involving abuse and negiect o
children. Tiiey recommend treatment pians or children
and parents and monitor delinquents and children in
foster care, whic may inc ude recommendations for the
termination of parentai rigiits.

The attorney appointment specialist maintains a database
of attorneys qualitie i)y education and experience for
representing indigent parties. Upon request, this person
matches eigi]aie attorneys to requests tor appointecl
counsel in Famiiy Division and Probate cases, then
processes all pertinent documents reiating to the
appointment.

JUVENILE HEARINGS vs
PRELIMINARY INQUIRIES HELD

2001 2002 2003 2004
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Circuit Court - Family Division

Accomp/islzmen ts

Selected Nicole Bennett to fill the newly created Attorney Appointment Specialist position, which includes
processing over 4,000 requests per year for court appointed attorneys as well as reviewing applications from attorneys
interested in representing indigent parties.

Trained, in conjunction with the Qakland County Prosecutor’s Office, over 70 police officers at the Tth annual
police orientation to the Oakland Countﬁ Juvenile {ustice system, which included representatives from the

Prosecutor’s Ofﬁce, the Cour’c, Qakland Sc ools, Fami y Inclepenclence Agency, Common Ground Sanctuary, and
Children’s Viuage.

In conjunction with the Family Inclepen(lence A(fency and the Qakland County Prosecutor’s Office, developed a
program entitlecl, “The Foster Care Worker’s Guide to the Court System.” In four sessions, successfuuy trained 150
private agency and FIA foster care staff.

Celebrated “Michigan Adoption Day 2004” on November 24, 2004. F‘amily division judges finalized 37 adoptions
that clay. This was the sing e-largest group of acloptions in Mic}ligan. The day’s events were highlighted 13y remarks

from Supreme Court Chief Justice Maura Corrigan.

Assisted in processing 4,263 juvenile delinquency, 517 child abuse and neg]ect cases, and 3,752 petitions for
Personal Protection Orders. More than 13,500 hearings were heard and over 3 ,600 petitioners asleing for a Personal

Protection Order were seen.

Provided specialized in-service training to £ami1y division judges on Child Protective Proceeclings and ]uvenile

Justice, tofether with lzey upda’ces on new laws and rules of proceclure, and court forms. The training included the
very specitic requirements juclges must meet to ensure federal financial participation for children’s foster care

payments, which amounts to several million dollars each year in Qakland County.

SUMMARY OF FAMILY DIVISION ACTIVITY

New Filing Activity

Juvenile/Adoptions 2001 2002 2003 2004
Delinquency 3,881 3,465 3,526 3,891
Child Protective Procee(lings 345 268 527 517
]uvenile Traffic Ticlzets 539 482 409 394
Adoption Petitions 477 504 436 424
Subtotal 5,242 4,719 4,898 5,226
Domestic Relations
No Children 2,172 2,646 2,651 2,595
With Children 2,792 2,132 2,684 2,520
Paternity 851 830 531 825
URESA 411 2175 272 379
Support 863 843 604 1,056
Other 187 274 273 272
Subtotal 1,876 7,600 6,915 7,647
Personal Protection Orders
Domestic 2,153 2,699 2,661 2,366
Non Domestic 1,125 1,094 1,162 1,279
]uvenile 116 97 85 107
Subtotal 3,994 3,790 3,808 3,752
Miscellaneous Family
Name Change 430 481 464 452
Other N/A 153 140 78
Subtotal 430 634 604 530
Total New Filing‘s 17,542 16,743 16,225 17,155



Prol)ate Court - Estates and Mental Health

Estates and Mental Health Overview

Probate Court maintains jurisdiction over estates, trusts
J
guaralianskips, conservatorslzips, and mental healt

proceedings. In 2004, the Honorable Bugene Arthur Moore
presic{ed as Ckiefprolaate ]ualge and the Honorable Barry M.
Grant was Presiaiing Probate ]ua]ge - Estates. The Probate
bench also included the Honorable Linda Hallmark and the
Honorable Blizabeth Pezzetti.

The Qakland County Probate Court Estates Division has
jurisdiction over decedent estates, which includes
prol)ating wills and the administration of testate estates
(Witl’l a Wiﬂ) and intestate estates (Without a WiH) 1)y
personal representatives. The Court also interprets wi [s
and trusts in the event of uncertainty or conflict and to
determine the heirs in intestate estates.

The Estates counter is a bustling center of activity as staff
process the necessary faperwor R, set court hearings as

necessary, and direct files into court for motion call.

There were 38,336 individuals served at the Probate Court

in 2004. Besides decedent estate and trust matters, this
unit also handles the paperworle and oversight o
guardianships and conserva’corships of adults and minors,
manages the guarclians ip review process, and files wills for
safelzeeping‘ ega records of the (],epartment are a
matter of public record and are available for review l)y the
general puilic.

Another important function performecl ]3y the Probate
Court is the handling o proceedings under the

Health Code, inclufing involuntary ospitalization of
mentaﬂy ill persons and the ju icial admissions an
guardianships o developmen’cau disabled persons. The
Mental Health Division also iancﬂes cases involvin
minors in need of substance abuse treatment an
rehabilitation services. Staff are called upon frequently to
assist petitioners who are requesting emergency court
orders for immediate transport of an individual to a
Ereadmission screening unit for examination and possi]:)le

ospitalization for mental health treatment.

An average o 75OZeop/e er week were assisted at the Probate Estates counter in 2004. The counter includes ten work

stations, and a cas

][or sa e/eeepinﬁ

reviews as we

ier, where paperwork is processed on new and existing files, hearings are set, ][i/es are freparea] ][or
motion ca//, p/eao[ings are filed on decedent estates, trusts, guardianship an conservatorslzip matters, an

The Probate Estates and Mental Health oﬁ[ice also handles the oversiglzt o][ac[u/t and minor guardianslzip
s lzana’/ing proceea’ings under the Mental Health Code.

wills are received
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Probate Court - Estates and Mental Health

NEW FILING TRENDS

NEW FILES OPENED 2001 2002 2003 2004
Smau Estates 676 678 671 692
EPIC-Supervised 79 53 53 32
EPIC—Unsupervise(l 1,877 1,942, 2,028 1,909
Trust-Intervivos 130 185 193 195
Adult Guarclianships 980 877 870 755
Minor Guarcliansl’lips 599 645 716 657
Adult Conservatorships 409 399 444 363
Minor Conservatorships 214 176 206 161
Mentauy il 1,338 1,494 1,542 1,457
Guardiansl’lip-Developmentauy Disabled 155 258 230
Reopenefl Estates and Trusts 21 112 167
Protective Orders 38 30 43
Civil and Other 126 229 188 100
Total 6,428 6,892 7,311 6,761
ACTIVE CASES 2001 2002 2003 2004
Deceased—Supervise(]. 8 1 5 2
Deceased-lndependent 25 0 0 1
EPIC—Supervisefl 671 484 337 228
EPIC-UnsuperVised 3,159 3,381 3,224 3,265
Adult Guardianships (LIP) 3,119 3,144 3, 168 3,119
Adult Guardianships (DDP) 1,460 1,451 1,480 1,521
Minor Guardianships 2,681 2,723 2,793 2,750
Adult Conservatorships 1,638 1,669 1,614 1,459
Minor Conservatorships 1,664 1,626 1,567 1,461
Other 233 208 219 190
Total 14,558 14,577 14,307 13,996

17



Business Division of the Courts

Business Division QOverview

The Business Division is responsil)le for the development and delivery of
business and administrative support services for both tie Circuit and Prgﬁate
Courts. In order to egectively manage its diverse and complex responsil)ilities,
this division is divided into two primary units of operation.

The Administrative/Financial unit, uncler tl'le supervision of Tina
Sobocinski, is responsﬂale for deve oping and monitoring the Courts’” $60
million bu get, processing all payments for services, inc uding court
i appointed attorney payments an personnel transactions, recording
?‘E‘r attendance and mi eage, managing courthouse and satellite office facilities,
John L. C i handling capital improvement and special project requests, and managing the
Opt S -oopgrmiaer equipment needs of the courts.

Court Business Administrator

Mary Gohl oversees the Data/Technology unit. The responsi];)ilities of this
unit include the advancement of court automation, managing da -to—day
computer and network issues, and implementing new court technology
initiatives. This unit also provides word rocessing support, including the
typing of court documents necessary for the functioning ot the court (i.e.,
court, psychologioa , and referee reports). In addition, this unit provides court
reporter services tor the Court’s juvenile referees, creating records o
courtroom proceedings and producing transcripts.

The Business Division is also responsil)le for coordinating special projects
and events, grant writing, and pu lic information management. Karen
MacKenzie directs the Court’s efforts in this regard. Responsil)ilities include
develo ing the Court’s We]osite, ress releases and media rela’cions, developing
court brochures and other pu])Fications, supervising court tours, roducin
the Human Resource Directory, acquiring alternative sources of fﬁncls, an
directing and coordina’cing other special projects and events.

Marcia Travis was appointecl to the position of Court Operations Analyst in
the Business Division. Due to ]Ju(lget issues, it was necessary to find
alternative ways to erform court functions more egicien’cly and e££ectively.
The primary role ofp this position is to conduct improvement studies within
the Circuit and Probate Court divisions/units regarding aspects of all court
operations.

The Data/Technolog Unit
functions as the Tiaison
between the Circuit and
Probate Courts and the
Information Technolo y
Department. Staff incluie
(front row, left to right):
Christina Bujalz, Mary Gohl
(supervisor), and Phil DeBarr.
Back row, lett to right: Terri
Castiglione, Porferia Meﬂado,

and Julie Fabrizio.
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Business Division of the Courts

Court Appointed Attorney Payments

In 2004, over 13,000 requests for court appointed attorneys were received from indigent defendants. When an attorney
is appointed by the court to represent a client in a criminal, juvenile, or probate matter, the Business Division has the
responsibility for processing the paperwork and securing
payment for the court appointed attorney.

At the conclusion of a case, the court appointed attorney
submits a voucher for payment to the Business Division.
Upon receipt of the voucher by the Business Division,
vouchers are thoroughly reviewed and information is
verified. In 2004, this process was streamlined by
implementing new forms, which are now available online,
as well as al%owmg completed forms to be faxed. This
change significantly increased the speed at which forms
were processed and payments made to the court appointed
attorneys.

Over 10,000 court appointed attorney vouchers were
processed for payment for the Civil/Criminal Division,
Family Division and the Probate Court. Debbie Thompson :
. . . Reviewing payment vouchers is an 1ntegra1 part of the processing of
is responsible for processing attorney vouchers and 1 Th [

S . . . court appomte attorney requests. The Business Division streamline
Smelttlng payments. She is assisted by Linda Russell for the payment of court pomted vouchers by 1mplement1ng new forms

processing Circuit Court VOuChCl‘S and Donna Rlley fOl‘ and chan ing the way orms may be submitted. Over 10,000 court
juvenile vouchers. appointed attorney vouchers were processe(l loy this o{{lce in 2004.

Accomp/islz ments

Continued im frovements to the wel)sfte, malemg it more service oriented and interactive for the 1ega] community
and citizens of Qakland County.

Continued 1mplementa’c10n of new caseload reporting requirements mandated I)y the Mlch1gan Supreme Court,
1nclud1ng 1dent1£y1ng and programming information related to reporting pencllng case age and case age at
isposition.

Established and monitored five grant contracts for the drug courts Jco’caling over $700,000.

Added a third video transcription agency via the RFP (Request for Proposal) process to assist administration and
]uclges in the preparation of video transcripts.

Upgraclecl all video courtrooms in preparation of moving to (llgltal storage of courtroom proceethngs on CDs and
networlemg all video courtrooms.

Implemented new juror filing fee changes.
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Business Division of the Courts

CIRCUIT COURT AND

Computer Development 5% Other Contractual

PROBATE COURT B Oparatons =
FINANCIAL REPORT Gran i

5%

Other Internal
2% ommodities & Supplies
1%

Salaries

Attorney Fees 37%

8%

2004 Expen(litures: $65,898,557

Institutional Child Care
14%

Fringe Benefits
17%

2003-04
Expen(litures 2002 2003 2004 % Chg
Salaries $24,006,228 $24,150,153 $24,979,519 3.4%
Fringe Benefits $9,237,517 $9,539,814 $11,548,288 21.1%
Institutional Child Care $7,975,312 $7,966,6448 $9,032,371 13.4%
A’ctorney Fees $4,363,856 $44,784,065 $5,419,797 13.3%
Grant Match $4,336,621 $5,005,332 $3,068,151 -38.7%
Builcling Space Rental $3,092,415 3353,107,504 $3,015,136 -3.0%
Computer Development & Operations $2,961,680 $2,724,512 $3,155,532 15.8%
Indirect Costs $1,364,199 $914,632 $932,016 1.9%
Professional Services $777,173 $693,782 $7()5,403 10.3%
Mediator Fees $696,125 $707,000 $695,200 -1.7%
Jury Fees & Mileage $587,863 $588,945 $859,079 45.9%
Other $469,708 $407,324 $73,460 -82.0%
Postage $363,322 $358,554 $229,987 -35.9%
Telep}lone Communications $312, 117 $4~38, 121 $553,083 26.2%
Visiting ]uclges $279,()45 $1 12,088 $50,766 -54.7%
Overtime $265,318 $145,312 $123,708 -14.9%
Commodities/Supplies $229, 795 $204,62 1 fﬂ; 1 94,629 -4.9%
Mileage/Lease(l Vehicles $203,582 $213,081 $177,872 -16.5%
Transcripts $202,324 $189,528 $234,625 23.8%
Furniture/Equipment Purchase $161,818 $254,272 $81,745 -67.9%
Printing $158,627 $187,887 $181,201 -3.6%
Copiers $143,514 $93,574 $92,819 -0.8%
Equipment Rental @106,472 $121,920 $112,224 -8.0%
Insurance $88,980 $50,785 $81,186 43.0%
Court Reporter Services $87,262 $75,825 $32,937 -56.6%
Maintenance Charges $77,269 $38,679 $60,416 56.2%
Operating Transfer/Acljust Prior Yrs Rev $70,000 $()51,123 $0 N/A
In’cerpre’cer Services $53,993 $65,234 $67,815 4.0%
Micrographics/Reproductions $48,784 $21,351 $19,550 -8.4%
Computer Legal Research $45,580 $48,900 $50,608 3.5%
Lilorary Materials $0 $0 $9,4¢344 N/A
Software Rental/Lease $5,()OO $O $0 N/A
Total $62,792,609  $63,866,506 $65,898,557 3.2%
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Business Division ot tt1e Courts

Attorney Fee Civil Mediation Payments

Reimbursement 3% Alimony Service Fees CIRCUIT COURT AND
Foderal ncentve. 2% PROBATE COURT
FINANCIAL REPORT

4%
Board & Care
23%

Reimbursement

3%
Grant Match
10%

2004 Revenues: $29,971,587

7%

Child Care
Reimbursement
38%

2003-04
Revenues/Sources of Funds 2002 2003 2004 % Chg
Child Care Reimbursement $9,714«,94*3 $9,228,533 $11,4427,258 23.8%
CRP Contract $6,460,198 $6,301,803 $6,756,994 7.2%
Grant Match $4,336,621 $5,005,332 $3,046,727 -39.1%
Costs $1,181,697 $1,286,022 $1,194,636 7.1%
Federal Tncentive Payment $1,028,738 $1,522,260 $2,083,179 36.8%
Board & Care Reimbursement $1,018,255 $912,147 $959,536 5.2%
Attorney Fee Reimbursement $1,003,633 $939,452 $1,008,308 7.3%
Civil Mediation Payments $815,045 $883,050 $803,060 -9.1%
State Grants $531,444 $145,039 $0 N/A
Alirnony Service Fees $487,171 $473,579 $507,107 7.1%
Transfer - In $469,760 $609,193 $0 N/A
Grants - Federal $456,25O $4478,595 $0 N/A
CRP State Supptement $4*22,54*9 $383,863 $369,5445 -3.7%
Protmte Estate Fees $279,707 $282,054 $274,798 —2.6%
Probation Service Fees $186,387 $163,314 $175,901 7.7%
Mediation Fines $185,345 $171,400 $168,300 -1.8%
Reimbursement State County Agent $180,455 $180,533 $135,400 -25.0%
Reimbursement - Salaries $166,924< $67,199 $35,525 47.1%
Family Counseting Fees $123,0()O $O $228,4*95 N/A
Psyctlotogical Clinical Eval Fees $117,174 $133,570 $97,185 27.2%
Other $101,272 $82,895 $85,272 2.9%
Probate Certified Copies $98,438() $84,505 $91,483 8.3%
ADC Incentive Payment $93,365 $0 $0 N/A
FOC Filing Fees $84,240 $93,870 $111,150 18.4%
Other Probate Fiting Fees 873,276 $70,504 $83,499 18.4%
Processing Fees $62,481 $57,753 $64,176 11.1%
FOC Judgment Fees $27,600 $28,380 $26,000 -10.0%
Jury Fees N/A N/A $218,267 N/A
Pro]oate WH Deposits $21,850 $17,925 $18,075 0.8%
Prior Years Revenue $O $1,375 $1,711 24.4%
Total $29,727,926  $29,604,645 $29,971,587 1.2%

21



AW(:II‘(],S ancl HOHOI‘S

2004 EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR

Emp/oyee of the Year awards were presented in December to representatives ][rom various areas o][ court operations
acknowledging their contributions to the Circuit and Probate Courts. Those recognizec] were (standing, /eft to Tigl‘lf,

front roz/?: ]u/ie Ritter, Probate Court; Jenny C/ar]e, Civil/Criminal Division; Susan Koop, Friend of the Court; and

Kris Vollmar, Friend of the Court. (Standing, /e][t to riglzt, back row): The Honorable %mjy Potts, Clzief]udge of
Cireuit Court, and the Honorable FEugene Arthur Moore, Clzief]ua]ge o][Prothe Court.

2004 EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR NOMINEES

{0

Emp/oyee of the Year nominees also recognizea] for their service and dedication to the Court were (][irst row /e][t to riglzt): Ange/a Miller, Mary Kaye
Neumann, Diane Gral)ar, VicLi Spicer, S}zei/a Russ Clzery/ Boy/e and Patrina Antlzony. (Second row, e][t to rigkt) Gwynne StarLe A Mary Mansch
(Honora[)/:z Mention), Shannon Fler, Kim Voss, Co//een Bagazins 1, Sanc[y Gruly[)s, Dr. Bernard Gau/ier, and Barbara Pickens. (TZira[ row, /e][t to riglzt)
Jeanette Leslmn, ]u/ie MecKenzie, and Brenda Kirtland. (Fourtk row, /eft to riglzt)/olm Greenhill and Robert Proucl][oot. Not shown: Lori Ha/e, Joanna
Fapiez, Robert Faclznie, Armetlzyst Lucius, Cassandra Gou/a’ing, Vladimir Vanda ov, Sandra Binder, Renee Buslz, Fatricia Cmney, Mike DeSantis, Apri/
Hutclzings, Robert Ke{)[, Sandra Krus]ey, Bonnie Lavergne, Betty Lou Lowem‘lza/, Daniel Pitsos, ]aseplz Rzepecki, Vicki Slie/ton, Don Smitlz, ]acle %tkins,
Tod W’iglzt, Bria’gett Ray, ana’]i//Aa%ins‘

2%



Court Employees Make A Difference

The Courts’ talented and committed staff make every effort to provicle service in a lenowledgeal)le, efficient, and caring
manner. The outstanding reputation of the Qakland County Circuit and Probate Courts is a reflection of this philosophy
and the Courts’ commitment to service. Throughout the year, unsolicited testimonials recognizing Court employees or
service excellence were received from citizens and users of the Courts” services. What follows is a sampling ot the recogni-

tion received:

Pat Croney
Child Support Account
Specialist
Friend of the Court

"T just wanted to take a minute
to compliment one of your staff.
[ have had the occasion, in the
past year, to work with Pat
Croney on several matters. She
has been just wonderful. Pat
has been prompt in returning
my calls, gone out of her way to
provide the information which I
needed, has been very efficient
and cordial, and truly has been
a pleasure to work with. I know
this view of Pat is shared by
several family law attorneys
who have worked with her
because when her name has
come up, the comments have
all been positive. [ know you
hear when someone has
something negative to say
about someone --thought you
should hear when someone
has something positive to say.”

Jury Office Staff
Civil/Criminal Division

"My experience serving on a
Jjury was an extremely positive
one. It was a very exciting
learning experience as well as
an interesting course in the
laws of the state. Everyone
was very hice and our
accommodations were
pleasant. I had always heard
Jjury duty was "not fun but I
enjoyed it and would do it
again if T was called.”

Andrea Bayer
Case Coordinator
Civil/Criminal Division

“It was refresking to deal with a
person in the court system who
actua/]y was willing to nhelp as
opposeal to look across the des
and try to jam you. I just
wanted to say thank you for
your lze/p and unc[erstanc[ing as
I seck to represent my client.”

Jill Daly
Chief, Probate Estates
and Mental Health

Carol Esher

Case Management Coordina’cor

Pat Hays
Secretary, Probate Court

“We want to thank you jfor the
excellent training session you
presentea’ on Frialay, Apri/ 24,
to the crew o][ new volunteers.
Carol and Fat were also very
ef}[ective in their talks. . . . It is
reassuring and comfortin ][or us
to know we can rely on a? of you
to ke/p us unsnarl a c]r}gicu t case
or even lze/p us see what is
sometimes an obvious solution.

The new volunteers are eager to

get going on a case and to start

putting some o the pieces o][ the

puzzle together. They don’t know
ow fortunate they are in having
ad such a we//—presente

training at the Courthouse!! But

we know and many thanks.”
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Hank Szlenkier
Youth Assistance Caseworker
and
Oxford Youth Assistance
Circuit Court Family Division

“It's me, Jason, just writing to
thank you for sending me to
camp. [ had a GREAT time!
We did fun things like archery,
the BLOB! and the Aqua
Jump. It was really cool. My
counselor was really nice and
I made some friends too!

You were also a really nice
person who taught me some
good things like going for a
walk when I'm angry and
deep breathing exercises to
steady my nerves. Wish [
could send you a lot more
then just a card. Thanks a lot.
Hope to see you soon.”

Paula Jefferson
Youth and Family Caseworker
Circuit Court F‘amily Division

“Thank you Ms. ]eﬁ[erson ][or all
that you have done ][or us since
][irst contact. You are a ver
c/asii /acly, like 1 told you beﬁn’e,
and not many women can pu
that 0]9[. In the pro][ession you 're
in, you know when to be stern,
when to believe or not lye/ieve,
when to listen to your lzeart, an
when to listen to your head.

With the way you carry oursel,
and handle situations, there will

]Je/ami/ies that you will lzave”

epea’ more tkai’l you know.



A Year In Review

]ua]ge Kuhn presents Dennis Heinrich, court clerk ][or ]ua’ge Nanci
Grant, with the 2003-04 Kuhn Scholarship. The scholarship is
given to court clerks emp/oyea[ lay the Circuit Court who are enrolle
in law school for the academic year or have been acceptea] to law
school for the upcoming academic year.

Youth Assistance Caseworkers (/e][t to riglzt) Nancy Minckler and]ualy The Second Annua/Aa’option Day was held on November 23 with f;'ue ][ami/y

Berz visit with Youth Assistance Volunteers ]uc]y Ki/ey, Clzairperson 0[ ivision /ua’ges f;'na/izing aa’options or 37 children. Fo//owing the Zzearings,
Huron %//ey Youth Assistance, Patricia Pilchowski, ana’]udy Dietrich as adoptive ][ami/ies, along with their families ana’frienals, celebrated with court
tlzey wait to hear the éeynote speaéer, Kent Roberts of the National staﬁ[ at a reception where Clzie][]ustice Maura Corrigan addressed the group.
Ciui/ity Center, at the Youth Assistance Coora’inating Council 2004

Annual Meeting.

The Citizen’s Alliance ][or the Circuit and Probate Courts consists
of members from schools, medical centers, public and private
agencies, and the business communit , who work in collaboration
with Court personnel. Members are (front row, left to right): Chris
Piatowski,[’]an Car/stein, Karen MacKenzie Lynn A/exanc!er, an
Renece Mahler. Second row, /e][t to riglzt: ]ua/ge Linda Ha//mar]e,
Lisa Langton, Suzenne DTBI:)[MS Helene Phillips, and Coleen
Sootsman-Ficher. Third row, /ef;f to riglzt: Anﬁew Hubbs, Tom
Trainer, Michael Huglzes, Carol Winter, ]1// Koney Da/y, and Phil
Fabrizio. Fourth row, /eﬁ to riglzt: Monica Lee, James O'Nei//,
and Danny O’Neill
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A Year In Review

Judge James M. Alexander, Dick Stasys, and Mary
Schusterbauer look on as Kevin Alder, President and
COO o][ALel?ono Corporation, presents a $5, 000
check to ]ackie Koivu, Clzairpersan o][ the Oakland

County Youth Assistance Coardinating Council at the
Second Annual Kick-Start for Kids Go/][ Outing.

New Lawyer Admission ceremonies were held in the Commissioners Over $3,600 was collected for the Circuit and Probate Court Casual Day

Auditorium in May and November of this year. Eiglzty—eiglzt law school Fund in f;'sca/ year 2004. Recipients of the collection were: St. ]olm’s

graa[uates took the oath and were o icia//y sworn into the practices of/aw. Episcope/ Church Open Hands Food Pantr A Pamela S. Howitt
Foundation for Innovative Youth Services, tie ‘Vater][ord Senior Center
Focus Hope program and, on three separate occasions, to court emp/oyee
][ami/ies who were in ﬁnancia/ need.

\ o 4

The Court Administration staﬁ[ annua//y collects donations and
wraps presents ][or those in need c]uring the lzo/ia[ay season. This
year, mittens were collected for the Women's Survival Center in
Pontiac. A]so, the staﬁ[ collected food, c/otlzing, toi/etries, gl?[t
certz%ates, books, and toys ][or a ][amiy in connection with the
Lig thouse organization in Clarkston.
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The Honorable Robert L. Templin

On ]uiy 29, 2004, former Qakland County Circuit ]u(ige Robert Ternpiin
passe(i away at the age of 83. Having served the citizens of Qakland
County for 30 years, Judge Tempiin was well respectecl i)y his coiieagues and
known for his (iiiigen’c work ethic and fairness to everyone who appearecl
before him. After retiring from the bench, ]udge Tempiin continued to
assist the court in the capacity of visiting jucige.

After serving in World War IT as a bomber jet piiot with the Air Force,

Ju(ige Tempiin was in private practice before worizing as Chief Trial and
Appeiiate Attorney for the Qakland County Prosecutor’s Office.

At Juclge Tempiin’s memorial service, Ju(ige Sosnick stated, “Bob Tempiin
was an exampie of an earlier time when peopie were poiite to one another
and treated each other in a pi‘oiessionai manner.” Jucige Tempiin will be
remembered for i)eing a true gentleman in a venue that often is contentious

and for his selfless devotion to puloiic service.

The Honorable Patrick J. Brennan

]ucige Patrick J. Brennan passeci away on Fei)ruary 9, 2004. ]ucige Brennan
was elected to the bench on November 7, 2000, after practicing law in the
private sector for 21 years, specializing in civil and criminal iitiga’cion.

He was a member of the State Bar of Miciiigan, Qakland County Bar
Association, American Trial Lawyers Association, Miciiigan Trial Lawyers
Association, and Board of Directors for Crossroads for Youth. He was a
member of the Oakland County Circuit Court Criminal Assignment
Committee and Fellow with the Miciiigan State Bar Foundation.

“Jucige Brennan was a dedicated, iiarci-worizing ju(ige. He was well respec’ce(i
i)y the bench and the community. His loss is tragic,” stated Chief Circuit
Jucige Wen(iy Potts. ]ucige Brennan will aiways be remembered for his great
sense of humor and even—tempered courtroom demeanor. His years of

experience as a trial iawyer made him an excellent trial ju(ige.
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]u(iiciai Investiture and Retirement

Juclg’e Mark A. Goldsmith - Investiture

On March 19, 2004 Judge Goldsmith became the newest ju(ige of the

Qakland County Circuit Court, assuming the generai juris&iction docket
iormeriy held it)y the late Juclge Patrick Brennan.

Ju(ige Goldsmith was a partner in a Detroit law firm, specializing in
commercial iitiga’cion. He received his B.A. (iegree from the University of
Miciiigian and his J.D. degree from Harvard University, where he gra(iua’ced
Cum Laude.

Chief Ju(ige Wen(iy Potts stated: “Oiaviousiy we were saddened i)y ]ucige
Brennan's sudden death. Tt is difficult to lose a valued coiiegaue and friend.
But we are cer’tainiy piease(i to welcome ]u(ige Goldsmith. He i)rings a
wealth of trial experience and is iligi'liy quaiiie& for the position.”

Juclg’e Richard D. Kuhn - Retirement

After compieting 32 years on the bench, Jucige Richard D. Kuhn retired on
December 31, 2004 as the second iongest-serving ju(ige in Qakland
County Circuit Court history. He was elected Chief ]u(ige for three
separate terms, appointe(i supervising ju(ige of the Citizens Grand Jury, and
served most recentiy as Chief Jucige Pro Tempore.

Public service has been a continual theme tiirougiiout his lifetime. ]ucige
Kuhn was elected to the Michigan Constitutional Convention in 1961 and
was one oi 144 eiec’ce(i cleiega’ces Wi’lo clrai'l:e(i tiie Constitution oi 1963.
Ju(ige Mester remarked that he “continues to remind us that the
Constitution is the basis for all our decisions. That reminder will be his
iegacy to the Bench.”

]u(ige Kuhn is a past Chancellor of the OCBA’s Qakland County Ciiapter
of the American Inns of Court and also served on former Governor
Engler’s Criminal Justice A(ivisory Council. Heis a gra(iuate of Michigan
State University and Detroit Coiiege of Law and is a past presicient of the
Detroit Coiiege of Law Alumni Association. He was the recipient of the
Distinguisiied Public Service Award from the Oakland County Bar

Association.
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Historical Roster of the Circuit Court Bench

Sanford M. Green
]oseph Copeland
James S. Dewey
Levi B. Taft

Aug C. Baldwin
Silas B. Gaskill
William Sticleney
]oseph B. Moore
George W. Smith
Kleber P. Rockswell
Frank L. Covert
Glenn C. Giﬂespie
Frank L. Doty
Goodloe H. Rogers
George B. Hartrick
H. Russel Holland
Clark J. Adams
William J. Beer
Theodore Hug]nes
Stanton G. Dondero
Frederick C. Ziem

Historical Roster of the Probate Court Bench

1848-1852
1852-1858
1870-1874
1873-1876
1876-1880
1880-1882
1882-1888
1888-1896
1896-1908
1917-1921
1919-1933
1923-1934
1928-1959
1935-1935
1935-1958
1935-1965
1956-1973
1958-1980
1959-1959
1959-1965
1959-1986

Arthur E Moore

Philip Pratt

James S. Thorburn
William R. Beasley

Farrell E. Roberts
Daniel C. Devine
Robert L. Templin
William P Hampton
Richard D. Kuhn

]ohn N. O’Brien

Robert B. Webster
Steven N. Andrews

Alice L. Gilbert
Alice L. Gilbert

Francis X. O’Brien
Hilda R. Gage
Bernard L. Kaufman
Gene Schnelz
George LaPlata
Robert C. Anderson
David F. Breck

1963-1976
1963-1970
1963-1988
1966-1976
1967-1982,
1966-1966
1967-1996
1970-1976
1973-2004
1973-1993
1973-1982
1976—Present
1977-1992
1995-2002
1977-1997
1978-1996
1979-1979
1979—Present
1979-1985
1981-1998
1982-2000

Fred M. Mester
Norman L. Lippit’c
Jessica R. Cooper
Edward Sosnicﬂe
Barry L. Howard
Deborah G. Tyner
Rudy J. Nichols

Denise Langford Morris

]ohn J. McDonald
Nanci J. Grant
Joan E. Young
Wen(ly L. Potts
Colleen A. O’'Brien
Patrick J. Brennan
Rae Lee Chabot
James M. Alexander
Michael Warren
Daniel P. O'Brien
Martha D. Anderson
Mark A. Goldsmith

1982—Present
1985-1989

1987-2000

1989—Present
1989-2001

1991 —Present
1991 —Present
1992—Present
1993—Present
1997—Present
1997—Present
1998—Present
1998—Present
2000-2004

2001—Present
2001—Present
2002—Present
2003—Present
2003—Present
2004—Present

Dr. William Thompson 1821-1823
Nathaniel Millerd 1823-1826
Smith Weeks 1826-1827
Gideon O. Whittemore 1827-1828
Williams F. Mose]y 1828
Ogc].en Clarlze 1828-1 832
Stephen Reeves 18321844
M. LaMont Bagg 1845-1848
Michael E. Crofoot 1849-1856
Oscar F. North 1857-1861
Harry C. Andrews 1861-1863
Zephanial'l B. Knigh‘c 1863-1868
Aclznowleclg’ments

Alfred Crawford
Junius Ten Eycle
]oseph C. Powell
James A. ]acolzes
]oseph C. Powell
Thomas L. Patterson
Joseph S. Stockwell
Kleber P. Rockwell
Ross Stockwell
Dan A. McGagey
James H. Lynch
Arthur E. Moore

1869-1872
1872-1873
1873-1876
1877-1880
1881-1884
1885-1900
1901-1909
1909-1918
1917-1928
1928-1937
1937-1938
1938-1963

Donald E. Adams
Norman R. Barnard
Eugene A. Moore
Jo}ln J. O’Brien
Barry M. Grant
Sandra G. Silver
Joan E. Young
Wen(ly L. Potts
Linda S. Hallmark
Elizabeth Pezzetti

1960-1977
1963-1988
1966—Present
1975-1988
1977—Present
1988-2000
1989-1997
1997-1998
1997—Present
2001—Present

The Circuit and Probate Courts would like to thank the following persons for their role in the preparation of this

Annual Report:

Karen Koshen and Marcia Travis for managing the project.

Mike Zack of Media & Communications for assistance with layout, clesign, and formatting.

]ohn Meiu, Oakland County Legal News photographer, for providing the special event photographs, and Phil
DeBarr for pictorial contributions used throughout the annua report.
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